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known in Argentinean history as "The Tragic Week." However, 
nowhere does the author elaborate upon the wider relationship 
between the host society and the Jews, i.e., the legitimacy of non- 
Catholics as full members of the Argentinean nation. "Who is Argen- 
tinean?" was an implicit question over which Argentineans had been 
divided ever since the writing of their Constitution in 1853, when the 
liberals were uppermost in the government. Even then, it was agreed 
that the presidency and vice-presidency were positions which could 
only be filled by Catholics. 

In the section on the "decreasing influence of the synagogue" (p. 
99), the author describes the further victories of those who advocated 
separation of church and state in the domains of education (educa- 
tion law, 1884) and personal status (civil registration law, 1886; civil 
marriages, 1888). Yet he fails to indicate that the political losers in 
1853 and the 1880s made a remarkable comeback. In the 1910s and 
especially after the 19205, they succeeded in promoting clerical 
Catholicism as the new Argentinean nationalism, thereby undermin- 
ing the legitimacy of the Jews even more so than that of other non- 
Catholic Argentineans. At the same time, nothing is said of the fact 
that staunch liberals like ex-President Domingo F. Sarmiento fought 
for the separation of church and state in government schools precise- 
ly because they envisaged a "unified" mono-cultural Argentine 
nation with little tolerance for linguistic, cultural, or ethnic pluralism, 
which the perpetuation of Jewish (or Italian) existence would imply. 
This extreme, "melting pot" ideology was shared later by cultural- 
nationalists like Ricardo Rojas and socialists like Juan B. Justo (pp. 
56-58, 68-70). In Rojasls epoch-making La Restauraci6n Nacionalista, 
which has been a classic since 1910, a vicious attack was let loose on 
the schools in the Jewish agricultural colonies. Ironically, the Jewish 
Colonization Association, which ran these schools, sought to produce 
the very type of citizen Rojas was after-sound nationalist Argen- 
tineans of the Jewish faith. As late as 1926, when a Jewish professor of 
philosophy, Leon Dujovne, gave Rojas, who was then rector of the 
University of Buenos Aires, a copy of Simon Dubnow's historical 
work in Spanish, he reiterated the question raised by Juan Justo: why 
a separate Jewish history for native Argentineans? 
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Despite structural problems, and a few minor flaws which are vir- 
tually unavoidable in a work of this size (for instance, table I, p. 21 

claims to provide figures for net Jewish immigration when it actually 
refers to Jews entering Argentina),' Victor Mirelman's work remains 
undiminished as a much-awaited major contribution to the field of 
Latin American Jewish history and a valuable aid in the understand- 
ing of contemporary Jewish history as a whole. 

-Haim Avni 

Haim Avni is Professor of Modern Jewish History at the Institute of Contempe 
rary Jewry, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. His most recent English-lan- 
guage publication is Argentina and the Jews: A History of Jewish Immigration (1991). 

Notes 

1. Irving Louis Horowitz, "The Jewish Community of Buenos Aires," Jewish Social Studies 24, 

no. 4 (October 1962): 195-222; Haim Avni, "Argentine Jewry: Its Social-Political Status and Orga- 
nizational Patterns," Dispersion and Unity, 1972, no. 12, pp. 12S162; nos. 13-14, pp. 161-208; no. 
15, pp. 158-215; Robert Weisbrot, The Jews of Argentina (Philadelphia, 1979); Eugene Sofer, From 
Pale to Pampa (New York, 1982). 

2. Haim Avni, Argentina y la Historia de la Inmigracion Judia, 181(rr950 (Jerusalem and Buenos 

Aires, 1983)~ pp. 536-537. 



Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 

I look forward to reading the biography of Abba Hillel Silver 
reviewed in the Archives (Fall/Winter 1991, pp. 235-243). As a native 
of the state of Ohio and a student at the Jewish Institute of Religion 
during the critical years of the struggle for the State of Israel, when 
Wise brought Weizmann and other prominent Zionists to meet his 
students, I was afforded perspective the reviewer lacked. 

Wise and Weizmann, whatever their disagreements, were fast 
friends from the time they met at the First Zionist Congress in Basle. 
We saw Wise give Weizmann a ring Herzl had given him. Of course, 
neither relished being displaced in the Zionist leadership by Silver on 
the bogus issue of militancy versus appeasement. Everyone knew 
that "Eretz Israel undivided and undiminished was a slogan, and 
that a diminished state after two millennia was a great achievement. 

Silver was a political conservative, a lifelong Republican, and a 
friend of Senator Taft of Ohio. Wise, the Democrat, had entree to Tru- 
man and brought Silver and Weizmann to the White House. Weiz- 
mann described the scene in some detail and delighted in recounting 
how you could not distinguish between the militant and the so-called 
appeaser. When we asked Weizmann why he was not more militant, 
he said, "Do you think I would not like to unpack my heart of the 
accumulated bitterness of all these years while our people were 
dying, and walk out and slam the doors. I could only do it once." Sil- 
ver's conservatism caused him problems with the Democrats and 
ultimately with the Labor party in Israel. Still it was his militancy that 
helped mobilize the Jews, and the American people and the Congress 
in support of Israel. Our government finally understood that the self- 
delegated anti-Zionist Jewish leaders did not speak for the Jews. 

The State Department was not indifferent, as the reviewer sug- 
gests. It was implacably opposed to Jewish immigration and to the 
State of Israel. Read Clark Clifford's autobiography and discover how 
Warren Austin had instructions to undo the Partition plan at the U.N. 
at the very moment Truman recognized Israel. The best they could 
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get from Marshall was a reluctant agreement not to object. When 
Marshall said he had never heard of Ben-Gurion, he was expressing 
icy disdain, not ignorance. 

Silver's role in mobilizing Jewish public opinion in the face of the 
opposition of the Jewish religious and financial establishment was 
pivotal. In turn, grass-roots Zionist efforts moved the Congress and 
the President to overrule the State Department and Israel was estab- 
lished. These inspired leaders, together with the Yishuv brought 
Israel into being when the window of opportunity was open for a 
brief instant. We are all in their debt. 

Rabbi David Greenberg 
East Hampton, New York 

To the Editor: 
In his review essay "The Last Great Rabbi?" Evyatar Friesel attrib- 

utes the decline of Abba Hillel Silver, a Zionist leader, to his autocrat- 
ic personality and conduct. "Silver was brought down in a tempest 
when, in early 1949, he was toppled by a strange coalition of Ameri- 
can non-Zionists and Zionists, backed by the Israelis." He adds, 
"Soon the structure collapsed beneath Silver, and his adversaries only 
formalized what had already occurred." 

To fault Silver for the implosion of American Zionism is simplistic. 
Friesel omits all reference to a major Israeli-based factor which was, 
at the very least, a strong contributing agent to the dissolution of 
American Zionism. That was the well-known position by David Ben- 
Gurion opposing the continuation of a Zionist movement, since a 
Jewish state was already in existence. His well-known argument that 
the only Zionists lived in Israel contributed mightily toward the col- 
lapse of Zionism in America. This is far more convincing than the 
argument about Silver's personality. 

While Silver undoubtedly had many enemies, as all strong leaders 
do, his domination of the Zionist movement in America was the 
result of more than a "coup." Anyone who was involved in the Sil- 
ver-led struggle for the creation of a "Jewish Commonwealth," partic- 
ipated in his strategy meetings, and witnessed the mass adulation of 
that leader, domineering as he was, would know that there was a 
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manifestation of response to the needs of the American Jewish com- 
munity. 

It was well known that Ben-Gurion was a vigorous political oppo- 
nent of Silver, and it was reported that he strongly resisted any sug- 
gestion that Silver might seek the presidency of the State of Israel. 
There's also evidence that Silver may have coveted that office and 
was thwarted. I witnessed him at a post-Israel victory rally in New 
York, at which a huge banner stretching across the balcony read, 
'Weizmann for President." Silver paused at one point and said, "It's a 
bit premature to speculate about who will be President of Israel." 

Friesel also overlooks the understanding between Ben-Gurion and 
Jacob Blaustein of the American Jewish Committee, in which the for- 
mer committed the fortunes of Israel to the politically and financially 
more powerful non-Zionist community, rather than to the Zionist 
movement, in which Ben-Gurion had lost confidence. 

These elements, based primarily in Israel and centered in philo- 
sophic differences, present a deeper understanding of why Zionism 
in America suffered a grievous blow. 

Rabbi David Polish 
Evanston, Illinois 



Brief Not ices 

Bershtel, Sara, and Allen Graubard. Saving Remnants: Feeling Jewish in 
America. New York: The Free Press, 1992.333 pp. 

For the past two decades or so, American Jews have been on a kind 
of manic-depressive ride into the Jewish future. The pessimists see 
nothing but the continuing erosion of a people and a faith, infected 
with the bacillus of intermarriage and secularization. The optimists, 
on the other hand, point to numerous mini-"revivals" taking place in 
the community: a return to spirituality, to the study of the Yiddish 
language, to the increased number of students attending Jewish day 
schools, to the baa1 teshuvah phenomenon (those who return to the tra- 
ditions of the faith) and a host of other indicators. 

Bershtel and Graubard have interviewed a wide range of those 
involved in the revivals and have reached one interesting and obvi- 
ously important conclusion: "The Jews are not encountering modern 
America; they are modern America." And with that begins the wild 
and complex ride into the American Jewish future. 

Bogen, Hyrnan. The Luckiest Orphans: A History of the Hebrew Orphan 
Asylum of New York. Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 

1992.283 PP. 

We all have images of the classic orphans' home. A dark and drea- 
ry place where autocratic tyrants rule with violence over innocent lit- 
tle ones, already suffering from the loss of parents; it is the stuff with 
which we threaten our own children in moments of exasperation. 

Hyman Bogen did not see the Hebrew Orphan Asylum of New 
York in quite that way during the years he was a resident there from 
1932 to 1941. Neither did the humorist Art Buchwald, who was asso- 
ciated with the Hebrew Orphan Asylum (HOA) for a number of 
years during his youth. 
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Founded in 1860, the HOA provided a place of refuge and a place 
of growth for thousands of Jewish orphans in New York in the eighty 
years of its existence until 1941. During that time, the HOA called 
upon the services of some of the most illustrious names in the history 
of American Jewish life to help give it direction and financial support. 
Hyman Bogen has done a fine job in writing the history of this impor- 
tant New York and American Jewish institution. One senses that his 
effort was in part a very great labor of love. 

Cohen, Naomi W. Jews in Christian America: The Pursuit of Religious 
Equality. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992.300 pp. 

The millions of Jews who have come to the United States since the 
original twenty-three landed in the New Amsterdam colony in 1654 
have consistently been faced with the question-what does it mean to 
be a Jew in America? 

Professor Naomi Cohen, one of the truly important scholars of the 
American Jewish experience, has produced an excellent volume that 
seeks to answer this question in the context of the relationship 
between America as Jewish dream and as Jewish reality. 

The dream centered on the American Jewish belief in the apparent 
American national willingness to keep separate the relationship 
between religion and the central government. 

To a people such as the Jews, who historically had been denied the 
fruits of full equality in the lands of their birth because of their reli- 
gious beliefs and the negative influence of the Christian churches, 
such a separation was crucial. 

Yet the reality was that for a great many Protestants America was a 
Protestant nation whose only responsibility to "Jews, Turks and Infi- 
dels" was a kind of benevolent toleration. Church and state were to 
be bound morally if not legally, and they sought to ensure such a con- 
dition with an amendment "baptizing" the Constitution, the teaching 
of religion in the public schools, and the strict enforcement of Sunday 
closing laws. 

Jews in Christian America is an outstanding account of how Ameri- 
can Jews strove to fulfill their dream and struggled to overcome 
Protestant reality. 
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Engel, Herbert M. Shtetl in  the Adirondacks. The Story of Gloversville and 
Its Jews. Fleischmanns, N.Y.: Purple Mountain Press, 1991.220 pp. 

Gloversville, New York, is a small community located in the 
foothills of the southern Adirondack Mountains. It is a small town 
like many small towns across the country, noted for the fact that for 
over forty years it was the glove capital of America. 

But there is a difference. Gloverville's Jewish community can boast 
of a number of extraordinary sons: Lucius M. Littauer, a five-term 
Congressman, who was a devoted philanthropist and the founder of 
Harvard University's important School of Government; Samuel Gold- 
wyn, a pioneer of the motion picture industry; and Harry Starr, head 
of the Littauer Foundation, a prominent national Jewish leader who 
in his younger days led the fight against the infamous Jewish quotas 
at Harvard University. 

Gloversville was also a microcosm of the Jewish experience in the 
United States and mirrored the emergence of an American Jewry 
from the sometimes acerbic relationships of German and East Euro- 
pean Jewish communities. 

Herbert M. Engel offers a very warm, informal "insider's" view of 
Gloverville's Jewish history from the perspective of the son of 
Gloversville workers who made-what else-gloves. 

Hertzberg, Arthur. Jewish Polemics. New York: Columbia University 
Press, 1992.259 pp. 

Arthur Hertzberg is as close to a Jewish H. L. Mencken "Bad-Boy 
of Baltimore" figure as is realistically possible. Feisty, always ready 
for an intellectual skirmish, and overly provocative, Hertzberg is nev- 
ertheless one of the most brilliant commentators available on the Jew- 
ish experience. 

He maintains this status in Jewish Polemics, a book of Hertzberg's 
essays, some previously published, which takes on Israel, political 
Zionism, American Jewish life and culture, and Christianity. One 
does not always agree with Arthur Hertzberg. But one must respect 
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the insight and scholarship, the passion and the conviction, which 
make him such a formidable intellectual opponent. 

Klutznick, Philip M. (with Sidney Hyman). Angles of Vision: A Memoir 
of My Lives. Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1991.405 pp. 

A constant refrain among those who chronicle the history of con- 
temporary American Jewish life is that "there are no more giants in 
American Jewish life." Where are the Louis Marshall, the Louis Bran- 
deis, the Stephen S. Wise, and the Abba Hillel Silver of the 1950s to 
the ~ggos? 

Unless they have lived in a cave for the past four decades, these 
individuals should not have needed to ask such a question. 

Philip M. Klutznick has more than amply filled the job-description 
of an American Jewish giant. The subtitle of his memoir is no printing 
error. He has lived a number of lives-in law, in city government, in 
real estate development, in federal government service on both the 
domestic and international sides, and in international Jewish leader- 
ship. No more giants in American Jewish life? Phillip M. Klutznick 
may have been the most gigantic of them all. 

Moore, Deborah Dash, Edited by. YIVO Annual (Volume 20). 

Evanston, 111.: Northwestern University Press, 1991.338 pp. 

This fine annual, which ceased publication for a number of years, . 

has achieved its former level of excellence under the editorship of 
Deborah Dash Moore. The 1991 version contains four most interest- 
ing essays on Sholem Aleichem in America. 

Phillips, William M., Jr. An Unillustrious Alliance: The African-American 
and Jewish American Communities. New York and Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood Press, 1991. xiii, 162 pp. 

In 1967, the African-American writer Harold Cruse shocked much 
of liberal American Jewry when he wrote in his important and 
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provocative book, The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual that "among the 
many myths life and history have imposed on Negroes is the myth 
that the Negro's best friend is the Jew. . . . The American Negro must 
seriously reassess his relationship with American Jews" (pp. 480 ff.). 

More than a quarter of a century has passed since Harold Cruse 
called for a reassessment of the historic relationship between Ameri- 
can Jews and African-Americans. Today, Black students on university 
campuses across this nation listen to lectures on Jewish exploitation 
of Blacks from the slavery era to the present by revisionist historians 
and read publications like the Nation of Islam's recent 300-plus-page 
book, The Secret Relationship Between Blacks and Jms ,  which in its 1275 
footnotes cites the leading historians of the American Jewish experi- 
ence and unfortunately sometimes distorts their findings on the role 
of Jews in the American slave trade. 

The revisionists who today interpret the historical relationship 
between Blacks and Jews allege that Jews enriched themselves by 
clamping millions of Africans in irons and delivering them to planta- 
tion owners, many of whom were Jewish. They allege that Jews were 
responsible for allowing demeaning images of Blacks to be portrayed 
in the Hollywood film industry, and they charge that Jews have 
"used" their involvement in the struggle for civil rights as a means of 
securing their own aims and goals without really concerning them- 
selves with the political and economic needs of the African-American 
community. 

William M. Phillips, Jr. is too much of a legitimate scholar to follow 
this line of revisionist thought. His book is, instead, a very perceptive 
overview of nearly a century of Black-Jewish relations in the United 
States. The American Jewish community does not emerge without its 
share of criticism, but it is backed by Phillips's often outstanding 
analysis of what went wrong. Although it suffers from a wordiness 
that is a kind of "thick description" overkill, anyone who wants to 
understand the rise and fall of this relationship should consult An 
Unillustrious Alliance. 
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Congregational and Community Records and Histories 
Aberdeen, S. D. "A History of the Jewish Community of Aberdeen, South Dakota, 

1887-1964," by Bernice Premack, 1991; Typescript; Xerox copy 
(Received from Alvan D. Rubin, St. Louis, Mo.) 

Brazil. Newsclippings and documents for the Jewish community of Natal, in the Brazilian 
state of Rio Grande do Norte, 1991; Typescript; Spanish and Portuguese; Xerox copy 

(Received from Jacques Cukierkorn, Cincinnati) 
Grand Forks, N.D. Congregation Children of Israel. Minute book, 1905-1925; Manusm'pt; 

English and Yiddish; Xerox copy 
(Received from Howard Kossover, Thompson, N.D.) 

Lawrence, Mass. "Sketches of the Lawrence Jewish Community," by George M. Goodwin, 
1990; Typescript; Xerox copy 

(Received from George M. Goodwin, Providence, R.I.) 
McKeesport, Pa. Correspondence between Alvin S. Roth and Robert Penman concerning 

the Hungarian Jewish community of McKeesport, 1990; Typescript; Xerox copy 
(Received from Alvin S. Roth, Delmar, N.Y.) 

New Jersey. "The Land Was Theirs," a documentary of early 20th century New Jersey 
farmers, produced by Gertrude W. Dubrovsky, 1990; Video Tape 

(Received from Gertrude W. Dubrovsky, Princeton, N.J.) 
Philadelphia, Pa. "History and Institutions of the Jewish Community of South Philadel- 

phia," by Rakhrniel Peltz, 1987; Typescript; Xerox copy 
(Received from Rakhrniel Peltz, Amherst, Mass.) 

Sarasota, J3a. "Jewish Life in Sarasota and Manatee Counties, Florida: A Chronology of 
Events, 1865-1990," compiled by Maurice Dankoff, 1990; Typescript; Xerox copy 
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Tulsa, Okla. Temple Israel. Temple board minutes, April, 1917 - June, 1990; Manuscript and 

Typescript; Microfilm 
(Received from Charles P. Sherman, Tulsa) 
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American Hebrew Agricultural and Horticultural Association. Letter of invitation to a mass 
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1855; Typescript; Xerox copy 
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National Association of Temple Educators. Minutes, records and bulletins of the NATE, 

1961-1974; Typescript 
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St. Louis, Mo. Jewish Hospital Association. Constitution, charter, first annual report and 
history, 1893; Printed 

(Received from Lawrence Siegel, New York) 
World Jewish Congress. Location lists of displaced refugees of the Holocaust, compiled by 

the World Jewish Congress, 193b1947; Manuscript and Typesm'pt; Original and Microfilm 
(Received from the World Jewish Congress, New York) 

World Union for Progressive Judaism. Sessions of the 25th International Conference of the 
WUPJ, May, 19go; Tape Recording 

(Received from World Union for Progressive Judaism, London, England) 

Documents 
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Ourisman, Jacob. Petition for naturalization, Oct. 31, 1910; Manuscript and Printed; Xerox 
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Simons, Leonard N. Ethical will written by Simons, 1990; Typescript; Xerox copy 
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1801; Printed and Manuscript; Xerox copy 
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Letters and Papers 
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consin, 1991; Typescript; Xerox copy 
(Received from the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis.) 
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Typescript 
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Lazarus, Emma. Letters to Lazarus from Henry James, 1883-1885; Manuscript; Restricted; 

Xerox copy 
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Mihaly, Eugene. Miscellaneous correspondence and writings, 1972-1988; Manuscript and 
Typescript 

(Received from Eugene Mialy, Cincinnati) 
Morris, Leon. Various materials concerning his tenure as president of the National Federa- 

tion of Temple Youth, including a paper, "The Founding of the Reform Jewish Youth 
Organization in America," n.d.; two reports to the N m  Board of Trustees, Feb. 18 and 
June 13, 1987; a report to the Pennsylvania Council of the Union of American Hebrew 
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1987; Typescript 
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Printed, and Typescript; English, German, Hebrew, and Dutch 

(Received from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Los Angeles, 
Cal.) 
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Butzel Family. Genealogical material and family letters, 1804-1990; Manuscript and Type- 

script; Xerox copy 
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Butzel Family. ". . . And So It Was," a brief history of the Butzel family, written by Leonard 
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