


















10. Partition 

Silver and spoke at a tremendous meeting a't Manhattan Cen';' . 
· tet: on Tuesday Evenir 'g, December 2nd. Sunday ltklrning t N0veinber 30th, 
· the pupils ,of ,the 5cl1001 and the e 'of the '.longre til) • . 

came, int 0 'tlfe- Temple-'Ior 
· des cI'ilied in the "RodephSho Chronicle." 

"Zeh ha-Yom" is the title of this item in the "Rodeph .Sholom 
Chronicle'" forO'ecember 4th, 1947, text is as ,follows: , 

' ''Rabbi Nelooman and Rabbi Soltes were present at the historic session 
of the United Nations on November 29th; when the resolution estab
lishing Jewish and. Arab States in Palestine was finally passed. 
Rabbi Newman attended as Official Observer for the Central Confer
ence of Ameri ca-n Rabcl:'S; -and -ai'ter- tlre'-Se'S'sron was one of those who 
broadcast on the air a message of jubilation. Congregation Rodeph 
Sholom salutes and greets our Jewish leaders, chief among them Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver, who helped to bring about this joyous consumma
tion. To our friends and co-workers, to many of whom 
Rabbis Ne\<.rman "and Sol-t-es' their personal thanks on, Sa'tur .. 
day evening, the gratitude of Jewrv is heartily ' express,ed. On Sun
day MOrninr, a special Service was held at the Tem-

, pIe, which the children of our Relipious School and the ' young people 
of our Youth Groups attended en masse.' In addition to addresses by 
the Rabbis, Cantor Meltzoff chanted the traditional "She-he-heyanu"; 
Miss Luba Senderovna sang: "How beautiful upon the mountain tops 
are the , feet of him whi:1 bringeth rood tidings, who publisheth ' peace." 
The appropriate , Hebrew songs, as well as "Hy Coun
try, 'tis,p-f Thee" in gratitude to our beloved country, America 
whose representatives aided so vitally in achieving the favorabie 
outcome. "Zeh ha-Yom Asah Adonoy; nagilah we-nismahah boh." "'This 
the day which the lord hath madej let us rejoice and glad in itJ· 

There is, of course, much more of which I could Jon, 
you have your own impr:ession of Friday meeting, having 
present in person. , I am 'aelighted that yo-udefended our cause a
gainst Sidney the AmerieanCounci l fo,rJudaism when he 
spoke ap'ainst Zionism at the Yale Hille,J. Meet.ingj , and again . at the 

Forum against the Arab propagandist and his apologists. And 
Jeremy, I am sure that Bob Bergman, who broufht us news regarding 
you at Hebrew Union College, has given you a first-hand account . of 
the Partition debate and result. As Maurice Eisendrath said yester
day at the of the ,Union of American Hebrew Congregations at 
Temple "our generation has witnessed the most terrible 
traredy in Jewish history, arid, by virtue of the decision last Sat
urday, the 29th, has beheld a most wonderful triumphj now let us 
pray and ho pe th,at our young men in Palestine can defend the gains 
which, at 1ast,the Jewish people has been legally awarded." 

. It is a lonr journey from ' tl);e day when I saw the Balfour Dec1a-
ratlOn in the green-typewriting ink of Woodrow Wilson Is own type- ' 
writ,sr,. in RabBi Stephen S. Wise's Study at 23 West 90th Street, 
before 1t was issued. "This docUIt\ent" said Doctor Wise "is cer
tain to make history." (Doctor Wise, whom I was as 
a Student Assistant on the Staff of the Frej3 Synagogue between the 
years 1916 and 1921, would invite me tonis home, in order to look 
over his correspondence with the of the nations, and the 
docmnents rela1>ing to the Jewish struggle ' for Palestine and fo,r 
Minority Rights in Eastern Europe). , In 1920, I marched in the 
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Parade, celebrating~thff Awarq. of the Mandate to Great Brit.ain by the 
League of Nations t and ·the appointment of :Sir flerbert Samuel as the 
f'irstID:t~L.QgJmlli§fiioD.e.r.--OJrfl.r._P'Ue.,~.tj,pe . (an appointment ·wbi ch T"..it.- -·n-._. _.-~--.. - .. --

-l -ater seemed, was not peneficial to ~i0rtism).1 marcl.led in the. Pro-' , . . 
test "P!lrade ag.a±nst Hit;Ler, eng) in" company with Reverend Doctor 
John Hayaes Hollnes~f' .t>he " (}ell!!lUnity Church, sp'okeat the great - Pro-
test Meeting araj,n~1V Nazism in 1933 at Columbus Circle; he walked 

. from thel?rotest Meeting" at Madison S.q1,1Sre Garden in order ' to keep 
his promis.El",to speak at ' :tiliis second gathering. I have :heen on h~nd 
in many meetings sinCE) l'913which have dealt witrh te~ible events 
in Jewish history, and the endeavors of Jewry to protect its rights 
and its security. But thE: Partition outcome, resulting in the le-

-galization oi'ailewishSt-a~e"- ihPalestine, . was the. most important · of 
all, and , I am sure, will provE) to be the most glorious. And so, I 
wrote these lines for a sonnet, in the small hours of the night of 
Saturday-Sunday, November 29th-30th, in the dark in order not to 
awaken your Mother (priIlted in Trumpet in AdVersity, p.43) 

GIVE PRAISE 1. 0 WORl..nt 

"It is n'o legend if your will is strong; 
If your resolve is firm, it is no dream." 
Thus Herzl's prophecy' fulfils its theme 
In ripe reward for .those who prayed so long. 
At last the nations spurn insensate wrongl . 
They offer freedom's key to thos e who wear 
The time-encruste.:! shackles of despair. 
And h~rk, the wanderer's sight becomes a song • 

• 
Give praise, 0 world, to all who tolled and fought, 
Whose endless sacrifice this triumph wrought., 
Remember IS.rael' s tribunes through the years, 
.\nd Christendom's great sons who dried our tears. 
Amyriaa martyrs have not died in vain, 
For 'Z'1dn,PhoetliX-:-like, .is ' bQrnagaln..~" 

This letter was .begun on December 2nd, but it was not com
. pleted until December 8th, 1947. 

A seauel to the. Partition story is to be found, of "course, in 
the Declaration of Independence by the State of Israel, the 5th Day 
of Iyar, 5708, namely, the 14th of May, 1948. Israel's Declaration 
of Indepefldence was proclaimed in the city of .Tel Aviv. Ten minutes 
after this Declaration W8's proclaimed, namely at 6:11 P. M. Eastern 
Dayl1,ght Saving Time the Whit.elli.:>'use extended. to the new .State of 
lsi-ael imerica' SGe }tiCitI)·r.eeognitlon. · Because of the understand
ing and helpfulness ex:t:eadeodbyPresident Harry S. Triiman, the lat
ter's. name is inscribed with gratitude in the endU!l'ing annals of 
the Jerwish people. Your ~thEir and I were at supper in our home 
when Mr. Benjamin Selli&g!er, t'henthe Principal of the Rodeph 5110-
10m R~ligious 5cllool toel.e:phoned us in great jubilation and informed 
us of the memorable e~nt. 

~. 

!nal!JiDlUch as tae ~:(;)n±cles of t.hee.e 'memorable .days are being 
prepare.d fer distrf,but;te~ in March, 196;8, I can also add the .follow-

' . , , :,',' .... . _"._ .. __ ...... - .. .. - . ,", . , " 
. . .. . ... _ ~ .. ·· '1 
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. ing: on May 11th, 1949, t-he State 
melllbers~ip of the United N;:lt 

. ~~h~r R~!~~~h 9_~~-d!!l~I~nl~1cito:ITIliI~ :imiSi:i:nt-~-· _cl·- -~ffiiim~wFii1'ro-E;ri{;rifu,lr;;o---,--·.~-'--,---,-,---':; 
' cess n~ar ore at Neok on Lont 
ingwben the.Flag of Israel ·was raised, 
b,~ners of the other. nations ,great and small. I am .includ~d in 
phot,og:ra:ph,staken oj' theeyent, and I rejoice thB,t I was able to 
share in the jubilation atten,ding tl.tis unfOTgettable occasion. 

Thus it was my privilege to be on hand when Partition . ~Tas 
voted on November 29th, 1947, and also to be present on May 12th, 
1949 wQen .the -Flag --o-f - r-srael- was - raised' on high to take its place 
of honor among the Flags of the United riations. Of such signifi
cant happeninps the history of a people ' is fashioned. 

Your Dad, 

Louis 1. Newman 
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