





























11l. Partition

' Parade, celebrating-the Award of the Mandate to Great Britain by the
League ;of Nations, and ‘the appointment of ‘Sir Herbert Samuel as th

first High Commissioner over Palestine. (an appointment which . 4t

- [o) 3 - sico
Tater seemed, was not beneficial to Zionism). I marched in th; Pro~ -

" -test Parade against Hitler, and, in’''company with Reverend Doctor
‘John Haynes Holmes of:the 'Comminity Church, spoke at the great-Pro- -

. test Meeting against Nazisgm in 1933 at Columbus Circle; he walked
. froi the: Protest Meeting at Madison Square Garden in order to keep
his promise~to speak at this second gathering. I have been on hand
in many meetings since 1913 which have dealt with terrible events
in Jewish history, and the endeavors of Jewry to protect its rights
and its security. But the Partition outcome, resulting in the le-
-galization of a Jewlsh Staté in Palestine,. was the most important:of
all, and., I am sure, will prove to be the most glorious. And so, I
wrote these lines for a sonnet, in the small hours of the night of
Saturday~-Sunday, November 29th-30th, in the dark in order not to
awaken your Mother (printed in Trumpet in Adversity, p.43)

GIVE PRAISE, O WORLD!

"It is no legend if your will is strong;
=l If your resolve is firm, it is no dream."
’ Thus Herzl's prophecy fulfils its theme
In ripe reward for those who prayed so long.
At last the nations spurn insensate wrong!
They offer freedom's key to those who wear
The time-encrusted shackles of despair. .
And hark, the wanderer's sight becomes a song.
*
Glve praise, O world, to all who t6iled and fought,
Whose endless sacrifice this triumph wrought.,
Remember Israel's tribunes through the years,
And Christendom's great sons who dried our tears.
. A myriad martyrs have not died in vain,
s o™ For Zion, Phoenix-like, is born again. -

, This letter was begun on December 2nd, but it was not com-
pleted until December 8th, 1947.

A seguel to the Partition story is to be found, of course, in
the Declaration of Independence by the State of Israel, the 5th Day
of Iyar, 5708, namely, the 1l4th of May, 1948. Israel's Declaration
of Independence was proclaimed in the city of Tel Aviv. Ten minutes
after this Declaration was proclaimed, namely at 6:11 P. M. Eastern
Daylight Saving Time, the White House extended to the new State of
Israel America's de f&éto'rééoghition. Because of the understand-
ing and helpfulness exténded by President Harry S. Truman, the lat-
ter's name is inscribed with gratitude in the enduring annals of
the Jewish people. Your Mother and I were at supper in our home
when Mr. Benjamin Sellimger, then the Principal of the Rodeph Sho-
lom Religious School telephoned us in great jubilation and informed
us of the memorable event.

, Inas?nch as the chronicles of these memorable days are being
prepared for distributiom in March, 1968, I can also add the follow-
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12. Partition

,ing. On May' 1llth, 1949, the State of Israel was acce ted into the
membership of the "United Nations. On May 12th, at Lake Success, a
'Flag Raising Ceremony took place, with Nbshq Sﬂertok kbba Eban’ and
other Israeli and Zionist notablem present. I joutneYed“f"“EEEé‘Bﬁé‘*
cess near Great Neck on Long Island and was prefent in the gather-
'ing when the Flag of Israel was raised, to take its place among the
bapners of the other nations, great and small. I am included in
photographs taken of the event, and I rejoice that I was able to
share in the jubilation attending this unforgettable occasion.

Thus it was my privilege to be on hand when Partition was
voted on November 29th, 1947, and also to be present on May 12th,
1949 when the Flag of Israel ‘was raised on high to take its place
of honor among the Flags of the United Nations. Of such signifi—
cant happenings the hlstory of a people is fashioned. EE

Your Dad,

Louis I. Newman
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