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scale of bigotry in the decades of mass immigration should be less
struck by instances of Black anti-Semitism than by how shallow and
how feckless they were.

But a more disturbing conceptual error mars Dinnerstein’s article,
which inadvertently demonstrates that half-truths may be more mis-
leading than falsehoods. Any generalization about Black antipathy
toward Jews in this era constitutes a half-truth because Dinnerstein
ignores the flip side. He treats Black admiration and envy of Jews as
though such feelings did not exist, though their connection to negative
stereotypes was hardly fortuitous or irrelevant. Consider James
Weldon Johnson’s claim that “the two million Jews” exercised a “con-
trolling interest in the finances of the nation.” Dinnerstein is responsi-
ble enough to quote what Johnson added—that Blacks could therefore
“draw encouragement and hope from the experiences of modern
Jews”—without realizing that, since the remark reflected a positive
stereotype, the thrust of Dinnerstein’s own article is undermined.

Booker T. Washington admired Jews, and also hoped that his fellow
Blacks would emulate the Jews’ “unity, pride, and love of race; and, as
the years go on, they will be more and more influential in this coun-
try—a country in which they were once despised.” He added: “It is
largely because the Jewish race has had faith in itself. Unless the Negro
learns more and more to imitate the Jew in these matters, to have faith
in himself, he cannot expect to have any high degree of success.”
Washington joined in the protest against the Kishinev pogrom, saw in
the struggle of the ancient Hebrews a model for escaping from the
house of bondage, came to appreciate the extent of Jewish suffering
and of the Jewish “yearning for learning” as well, and even cited as his
favorite Shakespearean passage Shylock’s stirring defense of Jewish
humanity. Washington’s glowing praise of Jews did not necessarily
reflect intimate knowledge, but it was hardly the idiom of an anti-
Semite. And yet thus impugning his reputation is the only way that
Dinnerstein can see him, thus wildly distorting the actual attitudes of
“the wizard of Tuskegee.” '

Dinnerstein’s portrait of W. E. B. DuBois is similarly marred by
blindness toward evidence of positive attitudes, whether in dedicating
his autobiography (!) to the memory of Joel Spingarn or, writing of
Jewish organizations, in urging Blacks to “look at them with admira-
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tion and emulate them.” DuBois was especially impressed with the
Jews’ “magnificent clearness of . . . intellect” and their “fineness of
family life.” As early as 1919 he announced that Pan-Africanism
“means to us what the Zionist Movement must mean to the Jews,”
and he continually upheld the right of the Jews to return to the Holy
Land to reestablish a state. Included in Dinnerstein’s useful endnotes
are works in which other historians have presented the complex shad-
ings—the ambivalences—that do justice to their subjects. But the
scholarship of Louis Harlan, Arnold Shankman, and David Hellwig
has neither modulated nor qualified the simplistic portraits of Black
leaders and intellectuals that Dinnerstein has painted.

Such carelessness is unlikely to ease the task of calibrating and un-
derstanding the phenomenon of bigotry. Its components have includ-
ed superstition, ignorance, perversity, greed, hypocrisy, resentment—
pretty close to the entire run of human vices. But it would be a mistake
for any historian to assume that religious and racial prejudice is con-
cocted entirely from hallucinations, that it is without any factual
tether. Sometimes stereotypes may persist because enough individuals
may exhibit—or seem to exhibit—characteristics ascribed to the
group to which these persons belong.

Take, for example, the reputation clinging to Jews for financial cun-
ning and “money-grubbing.” Some Blacks noticed these traits in some
Jews; some white Gentiles noticed these traits too; indeed some Jetws
discerned avarice in some of their fellow Jews as well. By failing to
acknowledge that keen and often crude economic aspirations motivat-
ed many Jews (for which the causes could be traced), or by failing to
hypothesize some empirical warrant for the impression many Jews
somehow conveyed, Dinnerstein can account for Black acceptance of
such stereotypes only in terms of malevolence, or perhaps ignorance.
It is therefore ironic——and unfortunate for his argument—that Profes-
sor Selma Berrol’s article on Julia Richman and the Eastern European
immigrants in New York, in the very same issue of American Jewish
Archives, concludes that the wealth and status of the German Jewish
elite made “our crowd” a model for the downtown Jews: “The clear
example of thousands of Jews who had achieved prosperity and of a
few who had become very rich in America was worth a hundred civics
lessons” (p. 174). Or does Dinnerstein believe that the spectacular
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economic ascent of the Eastern European Jews in America was due to
some sort of absent-mindedness, or accident, or adherence only to
Micah’s plea “to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God”?

But however tinctured with social actuality, stereotypes are not easi-
ly eroded; and Dinnerstein has sought to explore “The Origins of
Black Anti-Semitism in America” because it would be “somewhat
ahistorical to explain later conflicts and resentments toward Jews on
the basis of current events.” The intense animosity that has surfaced in
recent years was grounded in a “heritage of suspicion and distrust
(that] made Blacks particularly alert to any real or suspected act of
treachery on the part of Jews with whom they came in contact” (p.
12.0). Although no interpretation that is ahistorical would evoke much
enthusiasm among readers of this journal, Dinnerstein’s assumption is
highly dubious. Novelties do occur in history; breaks and innovations
do interrupt and alter the flow of events. That, in my opinion, has
happened with Black anti-Semitism, whose most recent eruptions de-
rive very little authority from the traditional myths of deicide nor even
perhaps of economic cunning that Dinnerstein has located.

The line of contemporary hostility that begins with, say, Malcolm X
and extends to Louis Farrakhan has been incorporated into a Third
World ideology that defines the United States as the chief source of evil
on the planet and Israel as the chief source of evil in the Middle East.
Although this viewpoint is not ashamed to draw upon ancient myths
about Jews, its emphasis is geopolitical, and is usually collectivist in its
social aspirations. It has often been scarred by the cruelties of Ameri-
can racism and is animated by a solidarity with Black Africans, Arabs
and other peoples of color. How implausible then that this Third
World orientation owes much, if anything, to Dinnerstein’s targets—
to the accommodationist Washington, to the NAACP’s Johnson (and
DuBois), et al. It is even less likely that Black Muslims and other con-
temporary anti-Zionist ideologists have drawn upon the ballads and
folklore of Jews as Christ-killers.

But the absence of any overt intellectual indebtedness is not the only
reason to be skeptical of Dinnerstein’s assumption about continuity.
For recent Black anti-Semitism exhibits some distinctive features. In
the four decades since the end of the Second World War, bigotry has
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dramatically declined in the general American population, and hatred
of Jews is so disreputable that not even Jesse Jackson would want “He
Warned Against the Jewish Conspiracy” inscribed on his tombstone.
But anti-Semitism has persisted—and even grown—among Blacks, es-
pecially younger Blacks; and its correlation with levels of education
seems to be positive rather than negative. Such peculiarities pose a
special challenge to communal defense agencies, and therefore ought
to give pause to any historian who takes for granted a continuity be-
tween slave spirituals (“De Jews done killed poor Jesus”) and the cur-
rent association of ideological hustlers with Arab propagandists who
are content to round up the usual suspects.

In his essay on “The Idol of Origins,” Marc Bloch warned against
the ambiguity in the very word that preoccupies historians. For “ori-
gins” can mean merely beginnings as well as causes, and prior epi-
sodes can be misleading guides to subsequent conduct and belief. Un-
fortunately Dinnerstein’s article is ensnared in this ambiguity. Avoid-
ing it means noticing dissimilarities as well as parallels, and specifying
the sequences of events and beliefs. Defining contexts as well as select-
ing texts, and delving deeply into intricate veins of thought rather than
strip-mining it for quotations, are surely more promising procedures if
both past and present are to be mastered.

Stephen J. Whitfield teaches American Studies at Brandeis University.
Among his recent publications are Voices of Jacob, Hands of Esau:
Jews in American Life and Thought (1984) and A Critical American:
The Politics of Dwight Macdonald (1984).



Professor Dinnerstein replies:

The essay that I wrote attempted to look at the origins of Black hostili-
ty toward Jews that has surfaced in the United States periodically since
the 1920’s. I suggested that “some of the resentments expressed by
Blacks had enough real bases in fact to warrant the protests.” But I
also pointed out that “these outbursts of anger erupted in so wide a
variety of different and changing contexts that other factors besides
those articulated may have sparked the numerous attacks.” Among
the discoveries in my investigation were threads of anti-Jewish senti-
ment codified in religious belief and folklore that have continued to
infuse contemporary Black anti-Semitism.

Professor Whitfield’s critique appears to be uninformed on several
levels, but perhaps nowhere as much as his use (and abuse) of stereo-
types. On the one hand, he tries to persuade us that positive stereo-
types, can be . . . well, positive. Black leaders who encouraged other
Blacks to emulate Jews were, in his view, using stereotypes favorably.
The fact that stereotypes, both positive and negative, are unfair be-
cause they attribute uniform, and often inaccurate, characteristics to
all individuals in a group, is not acknowledged. Rather this use of
“positive” stereotypes is offered as an indication of a lack of prejudice.

Perhaps more disturbing is his suggestion that negative stereotypes
of Jews reflect a reality and that “sometimes stereotypes may persist
because enough individuals may exhibit—or seem to exhibit—charac-
teristics ascribed to the group to which they belong.” Whitfield then
mentions the most stereotyped notion of all—Jews as “money-grub-
bing” individuals. Does Whitfield accept this as a rationale for anti-
Semitism? Is this not a little bit of blaming the victim, and also some
Jewish self-hatred? It strikes me as a little more than just insensitive
when Whitfield passes over James Weldon Johnson’s comment in
1917 that two million Jews had “a controlling interest in the finances
of the nation” without acknowledging the falsity of such a remark.
This is the kind of attack Jews have suffered from over the centuries.
Many anti-Semites, Black and white, have harbored the notion that
Jews control the finances of the world.

When Whitfield turns to a review of the attitudes of Washington
and DuBois, he relies too heavily on both their public statements and
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those that they made after their causes were recipients of Jewish phi-
lanthropy. A more accurate assessment must include their private and
earlier views. First let me state that all of my material about Washing-
ton comes from the writings of Louis Harlan, whom Whitfield com-
mends to my attention. Both Washington and DuBois praised the Jews
after they began receiving help from wealthy Jews for their projects:
Tuskegee Institute and the NAACP, respectively. Harlan wrote that in
his early years Washington shared “with other rural and small-town
Americans of his day a rhetorical anti-Semitism that identified Jews
with the crossroads storekeepers who exacted high prices for goods
bought on credit and charged usurious interest for crop mortgages.”!
It was also Harlan who wrote, “Washington also habitually sprinkled
in his speeches mention of Jewish country storekeepers as oppressive
usurers.” And Harlan stated as well that “in his effort to secure
donations to his school it was in his interest to drop the prejudice”
against Jews that he had earlier expressed. Once Paul M. Warburg was
elected to the Tuskegee Institute Board of Trustees generous contribu-
tions started coming in from Jacob Schiff, James Loeb, and Felix War-
burg, among others. Then a noticeable shift began in Washington’s
public utterances about Jews which were extremely praiseworthy. But
in private he wrote to his business manager, on October 17, 1904, “I
very much fear that we are getting our trade too much centered in the
hands of a few Jews. Whenever we can get equally fair treatment in
prices and quality of goods from persons other than Jews, I prefer to
have our trade scattered among them.”?

DuBois also started out with negative stereotypes of Jews and did
not seem to change them until after the establishment of the NAACP
in 1909 and that organization’s growing need for financial assistance.
Many Jews did aid the NAACP financially, and some, like Joel and
Arthur Spingarn, gave of their own time and efforts to promote the
goals of the organization. But earlier DuBois claimed to have seen (and
later admitted he had not) Russian Jews deceiving Blacks in Georgia,
and devastated plantations “out of which only a Yankee or a Jew
could squeeze more blood from debt-cursed tenants.”* Furthermore,
it was DuBois, even after the NAACP received financial support from
some well-to-do Jews, who wrote in The Crisis (September 1933),
“Nothing has filled us with such unholy glee as Hitler and the Not-
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dics. When the only ‘inferior’ people were ‘niggers’ it was hard to get
the attention of the New York Times for little matters of race, lynch-
ing, and mobs. But now that the damned include the owner of the
Times, moral indignation is perking up.” In 1953 DuBois changed the
most despicable comments about Jews that he had written in 1900,
and acknowledged as well that “I am not sure that the foreign exploit-
ers to whom I referred in my study of the Black Belt, were in fact Jews. I
took the word of my informants.”

My last response to Whitfield has to do with his rejection of the idea
that there are continuities underlying earlier and contemporary Black
anti-Semitism. To prove his point, he jumps from the early twentieth
century to the 1960’ and beyond. In doing so, he ignores the anti-
Semitism of the 1930’s and subsequent decades. Anti-Semitism posi-
tively exploded in the Black ghettos of the North during the depres-
sion decade somewhat earlier than it accelerated among white people.
Lunabelle Wedlock, in fact, surveyed a variety of Black communities
and wrote in The Reaction of Negro Publications and Organizations
to German Anti-Semitism (1942) that most Black newspaper writers
of the 1930’s “are either indifferent to German anti-Semitism or view
with evident pleasure the degradation of a minority group other than
their own.” Black newspapers commented about the increase of anti-
Semitism in urban ghettos during World War II, and then in 1945
Tennessee’s National Baptist Voice (May 1, 1945) observed:

The truth of the matter is: Negroes are filled with anti-Semitism. In any group
of Negtoes, if the white people are not around, the mention of the Jew calls
forth bitter tirades.

And one should not forget, either, that it was Ralph Bunche who wrote
in 1941:

In the home, the school, the church, and in Negro society at large, the Negro
child is exposed to disparaging images of the Jew. ... Negro parents, teachers,
professors, preachers, and business men, who would be the first to deny that
there is any such thing as “the Negro” or that there are “Negro traits,” general-
ize loosely about “the Jew,” his disagreeable “racial traits,” his “sharp business
practices,” his “aggressiveness,” “clannishness,” and his prejudice against Ne-
groes. There is an undercurrent of apparent resentment among many Negroes
that the Jew is better off economically, politically, and socially than the Negro,
that the Jew is not so universally “Jim-Crowed” as his Black brother in misery.
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The Jew is not disliked by Negroes because he is “white,” but because he is a
“Jew” as the Negro conceives the Jew.

In conclusion, let me state that the goal of my article was to point
out that contemporary events and encounters were insufficient to ex-
plain why Black anti-Semitism has erupted in recent decades and to
offer some explanations of historical origins. No one is saying that
there are not now, or have not been in the past, nativistic eruptions of
far greater consequence than Black hostility toward Jews. It should
not be necessary to state the obvious—that Blacks have been the vic-
tims, rather than the perpetrators, of much of what we have seen of
American bigotry. At the same time, however, it is not amiss to indi-
cate that minorities, for a variety of reasons, may absorb aspects of
majority-group psychology and culture.

Leonard Dinnerstein
University of Arizona
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The study of Russian history, politics, and culture has attracted a dis-
proportionate number of Jewish scholars, many of whom have be-
come dominant figures in the English-language scholarship of their
field. In the past two decades, Russian Jewish history has begun to
flourish as young Jewish scholars have combined their interest in their
own people with a thorough knowledge of the country’s history and
politics. However, these historians have not tended to follow the his-
torical paths of nineteenth-century Russian Jews as they emigrated to
the United States and even to Palestine, but have left that task primari-
ly to historians of American Jewry or Zionism. In recent years, howev-
er, at least three authors have sought to complete the crossing of the
Atlantic and include both the Russian and American components of
that migration in their story. This brief essay seeks to comment on an
important new trend particularly as it pertains to American Jewish
history—the attempt to view the transition from Russian Jew to immi-
grant American Jew from the viewpoint of the historical roots of the
phenomenon rather than simply analyzing its development after the
arrival of Russian Jews in the United States.
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The three volumes under consideration vary greatly in their ambi-
tion and scope. Jonathan Frankel’s massive, encyclopedic, and imagi-
native volume, Prophecy and Politics: Socialism, Nationalism & the
Russian Jews, 1862—~1917, strives to bring together the highly com-
plex relationships between the politics of socialism, nationalism/Zion-
ism, and liberalism in Russian Jewry not only in Russia, but in its
transportation to Palestine and America. Stephen Berk’s Year of Cri-
sis, Year of Hope: Russian Jewry and the Pogroms of 1881—1882
seeks to assess the traumatic impact of the pogroms that followed the
assassination of Alexander II on the Russian Jewish community, ex-
amine the reaction of the Russian imperial government, and describe
the impact of the increased immigration of Jews to the United States.
Essays in Jewish Social and Economic History, by the late Arcadius
Kahan, edited by Roger Weiss with an introduction by Jonathan
Frankel, is a volume collecting in one place the work in Russian Jewish
economic and social history begun in the last years of Kahan’s life.
Kahan, too, viewed the immigrant experience in the United States as
an intrinsic part of the story he wished to tell, and although he did not
have the opportunity to address these issues in a systematic manner,
three out of thirteen essays are devoted to American Jewish economic
history.

In his Prophecy and Politics, Jonathan Frankel, of the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem, considers the interaction of Russian Jewry with
the various solutions to the “Jewish problem” in Russia—Zionism,
Russian revolutionary socialism, Jewish socialism, and migration to
the United States and other countries offering freedom to Jews. Focus-
ing on the tumultuous politics of the Russian Jewish community from
the era of reform under Alexander II to the shock waves of the Russian
Revolution, Frankel studies the growth of Jewish socialism and Social-
ist Zionism within the context of the rising and fading hopes for com-
plete Jewish emancipation in the Russian Empire. Frankel seemingly
neglects no one, from the revolutionary Social Democrats who es-
chewed their Jewish identities to join the Russian people in toppling
the tsar to the anti-socialist liberals—both Zionists and non-
Zionists—who sought to build a Western constitutional state in Rus-
sia and/or Palestine. By the conclusion of Prophecy and Politics,
Frankel has described the transformation of the Jewish question in
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Russia from the Jewish effort to create an equitable socialist world for
themselves in a non-tsarist environment into the Zionist effort to
adapt those same socialist principles to create an equitable society for
all Jews in Palestine,

Impeccably trained in Russian and Jewish history, Frankel is able to
weave the strands of the Jewish involvement in revolutionary social-
ism, Jewish trade unionism, and social democracy, and their Zionist
counterparts, as they developed in a Russia whose imperial govern-
ment sought to modernize from above without letting go of absolute
power. The assassination of Alexander II in 1881 and the traumatic
pogroms that followed forced established leaders in the Jewish com-
munity and Jewish youth on the brink of revolutionary action to reas-
sess their expectations for the emancipation of Russian Jewry. While
some continued to seek solutions in the overthrow of tsarism and its
replacement by a just “socialist” regime, many others transferred their
socialist inclinations into movements with specifically Jewish identi-
ties and character. By the turn of the century, Jews constituted the
" most prominent minority in the revolutionary movements—whether
as Bundists, Social Democrats, or Zionist socialists of the social-dem-
ocratic or populist persuasion. After 1905, the “Jewish street” was the
most crowded avenue in Russia, clogged with political parties of every
stripe from liberal and/or Zionist liberal to socialist and/or Zionist
socialist—populist and Social Democrat seeking the vote of the now
highly politicized Russian Jewish community.

Not content to merely describe this phenomenon, Frankel focuses
on various individuals whose lives articulated these political ideas.
Beginning with the “first Jewish socialists,” Moses Hess and Aron
Liberman, and continuing with Chaim Zhitlovsky—“Russian Popul-
ist and Jewish socialist”; Nachman Syrkin—“on the populist and pro-
phetic strands in socialist Zionism”; and “Ber Borochov and Marxist
Zionism,” Frankel describes the lives and writings of each to illustrate
the complexities of their ideas and the way in which they resolved the
contradictions between their Jewish and socialist personae.

Significantly, Frankel does not leave his reader dangling by referring
to the continuing contradictions faced by these ideologies as they and
their advocates emigrated to Palestine and to America. He follows his
argument through by exploring the clash between “ideology and emi-
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gre realities,” both in Palestine and in the United States. In his final
chapter, “Class War and Community: The Socialists in American Jew-
ish Politics, 1897—1918,” Frankel brings his sensitivities and training
to bear on American-Jewish political life. He vividly describes the
transplantation of the “politics of the Pale” to the American scene,
paying particular attention to the political alignments of the Yiddish
press, the struggle for the creation of the American Jewish Congress,
and the adaptation of each immigrant generation (i.e., 1881—82,
1900, 1905~1907) from the disciplined and centralized Russian envi-
ronment to the freewheeling atmosphere of American Jewish life.

The proliferation of political viewpoints, the lack of ideological
control and conformity which free political expression fostered, re-
sulted in an even wider spectrum of Jewish political opinion and or-
ganization than could have been imagined in the Russian Empire. The
Yiddish-socialist press sought to build up cadres of well-informed so-
cialist agitators whose job it would be to mobilize Jewish radicalism
and turn it to productive ends aimed at improving the conditions of
Jewish workers. In analyzing the intellectual content of that mobiliza-
tion, Frankel notes how the materials published in the press constitut-
ed what “would have been considered ideal for revolutionary ‘propa-
ganda’ in the conspiratorial [Russian] worker circles” (p. 465).

Frankel illustrates how in an America where Jews were intensely
preoccupied with building their new lives, Jewish politics stirred only
in the wake of crisis—the Dreyfus Affair, the Kishinev Pogrom, the
pogroms of 1905—1907, and the First World War—and in a new direc-
tion—“the politics of philanthropy” instead of the politics of “self-
liberation” characteristic of the Pale. Like its counterpart in the Pale,
the Jewish labor movement was predominantly “internationalist” in
outlook, but in times of crisis—the pogroms of 1905—1907—its na-
tionalist wing would become dominant as American Jews sought to
help fellow Russian Jews. Yet, political unity was elusive, since mass
support tended to appear only in times of grave danger to the Jewish
community in Russia.

The First World War provided a prolonged emergency situation,
and in Frankel’s view, the politics of the American Jewish community
was forever changed as a consequence. The challenge to the “estab-
lishment”—the American Jewish Committee on the one side, and the
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proletarian Forverts-Bundist bloc on the other—came from the push
by both the Federation of American Zionists and the Socialist Zionists
to establish an American Jewish Congress. Frankel ably illustrates
how the fight over the Congress finally transformed the politics of the
Pale into an American Jewish politics.

While for a short time it seemed as though there could be some basis
for unity in the American Jewish labor movement, the growing legiti-
macy of Zionism (and Labor Zionism in particular) tended to override
the now weakened Jewish Socialist Federation’s leadership of the
American Jewish labor movement. Reflecting the preferences of its
readership, the Forverts became more favorable to Zionist policies,
while the more extreme internationalist wing was drawn to the new
revolutionary regime created in Bolshevik Russia.

Rather than changing the structure of American Jewish political
life, the radical Jewish immigrants adapted to it. The compromise on
the creation of an American Jewish Congress indicates how attempts
to transport revolutionary ideas developed in Russia led to their
Americanization as their advocates moved from “Jacobinism” to
“federalism.” The American pattern of a decentralized, grass-roots,
fragmented structure, nurtured in an atmosphere of political freedom,
overcame the centralized model of revolution imported from the Rus-
sian Empire. Frankel thus completes his story, giving his readers valu-
able insights into the shaping of American Jewish politics from the
view of its immigrant component. In telling his story, Frankel has,
perhaps, used too much detail, yet in doing so he has created an ex-
tremely important history uniting many seemingly diverse compo-
nents into an exciting and complex tale spanning three continents.

In Year of Crisis, Year of Hope Stephen Berk focuses on the pivotal
year that changed so much of modern Jewish history. He has succeed-
ed in placing the Jewish response to the pogroms in the context of
Russian events as well as in the framework of Jewish history. While
Berk relies on the work of historians such as Frankel to place his mate-
rial in an appropriate context, he also utilizes the periodical press to
analyze the varieties of Jewish response to the pogroms.

After briefly sketching the background of Jewish optimism during
the reign of Alexander II (18§ 5—1881) and the new opportunities that
the tsar’s liberalized policy brought to Jews, Berk discusses the social
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and economic causes of the pogroms themselves—not as a planned
anti- Jewish conspiracy, but as the outcome of the social and economic

"dislocations in both Jewish and Russian societies occurring as a conse-
quence of the Great Reforms of the 1860’s. His evaluation of imperial
Russian Jewish policy in the wake of the 1881 disturbances underlines

“the ambivalent response on the part of a government traumatized by
Alexander II’s assassination. Were the pogroms caused by the same
revolutionary groups that had murdered the tsar, or were they sponta-
neous outbursts directed against the Jews rather than against imperial
authority? If the latter, then the best course would be to blame the Jews
for their own misfortune.

In examining the revolutionaries’ response to these events, Berk
emphasizes the widely held radical belief that mass movements, in-
cluding pogroms, had legitimate popular socioeconomic, not reli-
gious, roots and had to be supported as proto-revolutionary out-
breaks in advance of popular support for the anti-autocratic move-
ment. Even Jewish revolutionaries like Paul Aksel’rod, a leader of the
nascent Russian Social Democratic movement, then in exile in Swit-
zerland, felt it necessary to rationalize the outrageous behavior of the
peasantry and urban proletariat and subordinate his anger in the
name of the revolutionary cause. Yet, Berk does not mention that once
it became clear that pogroms would not lead to mass uprising, the
Social Democrats forever more condemned them as reactionary evo-
cations initiated and abetted by the autocracy.

In his last chapters Berk explores the Jewish responses to the po-
groms, utilizing the press as a barometer of reaction on the part of the
articulate and politically oriented segment of the Jewish community.
Berk suggests that the most popular response to the pogroms, howev-
er, was that of the Jewish masses who “voted with their feet” and
began what was to become a massive migration from Russia to Ameri-
ca, Western Europe, Australia, South Africa, and eventually Palestine.
In these last chapters, Berk’s extensive utilization of the press serves
him most successfully. He is able to illustrate the whole spectrum of
response in the words of the leaders of the Jewish community. He
introduces the reader to those advocating an immediate departure for
Palestine; those who continued to hope for a change of heart in the
Russian government and elected to remain, but who would never
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again hope for complete rapprochement with Russian society; those
who now translated revolutionary/populist goals into a Jewish return
to the land; and those who sought to convince Tsar Alexander Il and
his ministers to desist from anti-Jewish legislation and defend the
property and lives of his Jewish subjects—the shtadlanim, or “Court
Jews,” of St. Petersburg.

Of greatest interest to American historians is Berk’s summary of the
Russian government’s reaction to emigration; the response of the Jew-
ish intelligentsia to this mass phenomenon; and finally the American
Jewish community’s fearful, ambiguous, and often quarrelsome re-
sponse to the migration itself. Berk combines first-person descriptions
of the conditions encountered by the emigrants in Brody, aboard ship,
and on arrival in Castle Garden with editorials from the American
Jewish press and presents an account of the squabbles among the ma-
jor Jewish organizations about what to do with these “barbarian”
Jews from Eastern Europe: how and where to settle them, how to
finance that resettlement, and how to assimilate them into the Ameri-
can Jewish community with the least disgrace. He also paints a vivid
picture of the confusion and fears on both sides as the Russian Jewish
emigrants arrived in the “Golden Land.”

By the end of this brief monograph, the reader has developed a
picture of the general conditions of Jewish politics, the views of the
various Jewish political factions, and the activities of the various
groups who encouraged self-defense, emigration abroad, the settle-
ment of Palestine, or remaining calm and hoping for a change of heart.
Berk’s extensive footnotes and brief bibliographic essay will be of as-
sistance to those who wish to delve further into some of the provoca-
tive issues raised in this volume.

Year of Crisis, Year of Hope summarizes and explains the major
issues behind the pogroms of 1881 and the new directions in Jewish
politics that arose as a consequence of these events. In a sense it is an
introduction to the more complex and detailed issues raised by Jona-
than Frankel and other scholars who have delved extensively and in
greater detail into the political and social repercussions for Russian
Jewry in prerevolutionary Russia. This volume is a fine introduction
to these issues despite some minor errors—e.g., the dates of the Russo-
Turkish War of 1877—78 are incorrectly listed. Overall, students as
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well as general readers will be enthralled by the complex singular
consequences of the pogroms for the history of Russian and American
Jewry.

Arcadius Kahan did not have the chance to organize this collection
of his last essays on Jewish social and economic history into any sys-
tematic form. Nevertheless, it is significant that Roger Weiss, who
edited the volume, included the three essays on Eastern European im-
migrants in the United States. Clearly Kahan saw the activities and
economic patterns of development in America as being on a contin-
uum with Jewish economic activities in the Pale, and the essays were
not simply thrown in to fill up the volume.

Three broad themes dominate this collection: the economic history
of Jews in the Pale during the nineteenth century; the economic history
of Eastern European Jews in the United States; and Kahan’s personal
evocations of his life as a young Jew growing up in Vilna and the issue
of Jewish identity in the Soviet Union. The essays on American Jewish
immigrant life link up with Kahan’s earlier essays on Russian Jewish
economic themes, which included the themes of industrialization, ur-
banization, internal emigration, and rapid population growth and
how they changed the fabric of Russian Jewish economic life at the end
of the last century. In the first essay devoted to the American experi-
ence, “Economic Opportunities and Some Pilgrims’ Progress,” Ka-
han explores the characteristics of the highly skilled Jewish immigrant
labor force that arrived in the United States from Eastern Europe be-
tween 1890 and 1914. He contends that each of the three cohorts
which he identifies in these years reflected the economic and social
transformations characteristic of the Russian Jewish working popula-
tion as they too moved from artisanal work to employment in factor-
ies and from rural to urban areas in the Russian Empire and the United
States.

Furthermore, Jewish laborers tended to work for Jewish entrepre-
neurs. This “symbiosis® of employees and employers tended to
produce low wages, low search costs, but also low barriers of entrance
into entrepreneurial activity. In the United States it created a competi-
tive industry in which old cohorts were constantly moving up while
new immigrants were always able to find work in jobs vacated by their
upwardly mobile predecessors. Kahan is careful to note that while
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many of his facts about the immigrant occupation pattern in the Unit-
ed States are available to the researcher, far more are yet to be discov-
ered. He demonstrates, for instance, that it was only in the beginning
of the twentieth century that the number of professionals in the immi-
grant Jewish community began to increase, but adds that “more than
economic factors were at work in encouraging young immigrants to
overcome various barriers blocking the way to careers in the profes-
sions” (p. 112), and suggests that there is still much work to be done in
identifying those factors. This essay is a preliminary attempt to outline
the areas for future research and to suggest some of the central unex-
plored problems which pertain to the immigration of East European
Jewry.

In the second of his three essays, “The First Wave of Jewish Immi-
gration to the United States,” Kahan briefly explores some general
features of Jewish immigration in Western Europe as well as the Unit-
ed States. The last of the three essays, “Jewish Life in the United States:
Perspectives from Economics,” offers the reader a wealth of statistical
information pertaining to Jewish life in the twentieth century up
through the 1970’. At the outset of his second essay, Kahan aptly
summed up the main point of the present review essay, identifying
what is apparently an important trend for historians of East European
Jewry.

In order to gain a thorough understanding of the problems Jewish immigrants
faced in coming to the United States, we would first need to comprehend the
complex world from which they came, their common ties of culture, historical
experience and shared memories, even their diverse hopes. (p. 118)

It is in this spirit that Kahan, Frankel, and Berk have contributed to
American Jewish historical writing. They have, with varying suc-
cesses, crossed the Atlantic to finish their stories and allow American
Jewish historians to take up the threads, beginning the story anew.
This effort, in and of itself, is a laudable one and particularly appro-
priate when considering the American Jewish experience in its broad-
est dimensions.

Alexandra Korros is Assistant Professor of Russian History at Xavier
University, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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Correction
In the April 1987 issue, Professor Herbert Paper’s review contained
two errors.

The first word of the third paragraph from the bottom of page 99
should read Shamus. The biographical sketch of Professor Paper
should mention that he is the co-editor of a forthcoming critical edi-
tion of the entire works of Sholem Aleichem in their original Yiddish.
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Kabakoff, Jacob, editor. Master of Hope: Selected Writings of
Naphtali Hertz Imber. New York: Herzl Press, 1985. 338 pp.

Like most writers of national anthems, Naphtali Hertz Imber (1856—
1909) was not much of a poet. Although he published three volumes
of Hebrew poetry, he holds a minor position in the history of modern
Hebrew literature. In Imber’s case, there were some extenuating cir-
cumstances. Modern Hebrew literature was still in its early adoles-
cence when he began writing and could boast of only one important
Haskalah poet, Judah Leib Gordon. Imber belonged to that dusky
period which followed the decline of the Haskalah but had not yet
seen the dawn of the national revival in which world-class writers like
Mendele, Berdichevsky, Bialik, and Tchernichowsky would shine.
But what Imber lacked as a poet, he possessed as a literary type.

Dubbed the first Hebrew Bohemian, he took on the persona of the
itinerant romantic poet: solicitous and arrogant, alcoholic and witty,
half-charmer and half-charlatan, he was able to captivate such diverse
personalities as Laurence and Alice Oliphant, Israel Zangwill, and
Judge Mayer Sulzberger. He was above all driven by an exaggerated
self-confidence in his literary and scholarly talents, and this drive was
undoubtedly reinforced by his rather sorry attempts to eke outa living
by means of his pen. These two motives led him not only to write in
Hebrew and Yiddish, which he knew well, but also to publish a con-
siderable number of poems and essays in English, none of which are of
high intellectual or literary value but do convey to the reader insights
into the extraordinary man and the milieu in which he operated. In a
moment of candor Imber confessed: “I have written on everything,
everything. I know almost nothing about the subjects on which I
write. . . . Psychology is only science, all others are fakes, and I can fake
as well as anybody” (Hutchins Hapgood, The Spirit of the Ghetto,

[1902], p. 290).
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Imber began publishing in English at the instigation of Israel
Zangwill, during his London period (1888—91), in an Anglo-Ortho-
dox periodical, the Jewish Standard. He continued to do so after he
came to the United States in 1891 until his death in 1909. Historians of
American Hebrew literature have until recently neglected this rather
large corpus of work. Eisig Silberschlag was the first to call attention
to these works and has written several articles describing their con-
tent, the most significant being “Naphtali Hertz Imber” (Judaism s,
no. 2 [Spring 1956]: 148—159). Imber’s flirtation with the American
Populist movement has been described by Lloyd P. Gartner (“Naphta-
li Herz Imber, Populist,” Michael 3 [1975]: 88—100) and Gad Nah-
shon (Molad, n.s. 7, nos. 39—40 [1980]: 189—196). Galia Yardeni
Agmon has examined Imber’s relationship to the Oliphant family
(“The Diaries of Naphtali Herz Imber,” Zionism 1 [1975]: 265-336,
cf. her article in Molad, nos. 187-189 [May—June 1964]: 41—50).

Jacob Kabakoff, who has devoted much of his scholarship to the
history of Hebrew literature in America and has written several arti-
cles on Imber’s Hebrew and Yiddish works, has ferreted out most of
Imber’s English articles, a scholarly feat that required many hours of
painstaking searching through obscure Jewish periodicals.

In Master of Hope, he now presents us with an intelligently com-
piled anthology of these pieces subsumed under the following head-
ings: Autobiographical, Selections from Imber’s “Picture Gallery,”
Cultural and Mystical Comment, Ramblings and Musings, Familiar
Essays and Observations, and Historical Writings. The selection is
prefaced by a scholarly introductory essay which is both biographical
and critical. The volume closes with a bibliography of Imber’s works,
including a list of his English pieces and a select bibliography on Im-
ber. ‘

Kabakoff’s introductory essay is well-enough written but regretta-
bly much too short. He is, certainly, most qualified to do a longer bio-
critical article on Imber, or does he hope to publish a book-length
work on him later?

There are certain enthralling periods in Imber’s life which bear fur-
ther investigation. First of all there is the intimate relationship which
he forged with the Oliphants. Unorthodox, utopian mystics, the
Oliphants proposed a belief in a bisexual deity and were excited by
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Imber’s insistence that such ideas appear in rabbinic and particularly
kabbalistic literature. Imber’s knowledge of both Rabbinics and Kab-
balah was not as profound as he claimed, but he mixed a rather fruitful
imagination with the education of a stetel iloy (gifted student) and
with a few dashes of sycophancy, and convinced the Oliphants of the
Jewish origins of their mystic fantasies. The Oliphants, influenced by
Christian socialist utopian movements, were among the first to favor
the liberation of women. Jewish women’s rights advocates of our day
might be pleased to discover that the author of the Jewish national
anthem was in their camp. They will even be surprised to learn that
Alice Oliphant assumed the name of Lilith, Adam’s purported second
wife, who had refused to be subjugated by the first male chauvinist.

Imber, who was well-versed in Jewish lore, disapproved this adulation
of Lilith, being quite aware that Lilith is the archdemon of Jewish
folklore, a terrible, Kali-like vampire who kills and eats newborn in-
fants. Anne Taylor in Laurence Oliphant (Oxford University Press,
1982) refers to two sources which are not mentioned by Kabakoff: the
Columbia University Archive Box 1 (is this an Imber file?) and the
Broadlands Archive, which contains Alice Oliphant’s letters. One
wonders whether these could shed further light on Imber’s relation-
ship to Alice Oliphant and the reason for his sudden departure from
his mentors’ home at Usufiah (Mount Carmel).

While Kabakoff refers to Imber’s involvement with American Pop-
ulism (p. 17) and his publication of two pro-Populist pampbhlets, he
does not probe this relationship. Lloyd Gartner tells us that one of the
pamphlets was sent to Lorenzo D. Lewelling, the Populist governor of
Kansas, and is on file at the Kansas Historical Society Archives. Walter
K. Nugent, the historian of American Populism, refers to Imber: “In
fact, a radical Jewish Publicist had heard so little about populist anti-
Semitism that he sent the populist governor Lorenzo D. Lewelling a
pamphlet beginning: “Moses the Populist law-giver’ » (The Tolerant
Populists [Chicago, 1963]). The pamphlet in question was entitled
The Fall of Jerusalem: Reflections upon the Present Condition of
America.

I, for one, would have also appreciated some further elaboration on
Imber’s relationships with Reform rabbis such as Emil G. Hirsch and
Jacob Voorsanger. Finally—why, oh why, is there no index to this
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fascinating volume!

These comments are all inspired by this first-rate collection, and
Jacob Kabakoff is to be congratulated for making this aspect of Im-
ber’s career available to scholars and readers.

—Ezra Spicehandler

Ezra Spicehandler is Distinguished Service Professor of Hebrew Liter-
ature at the Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion, Cin-
cinnati.



Gruber, Ruth. Haven: The Unknown Story of 1000 World War I1
Refugees. New York: Coward-McCann, 1983. 273 pp.

Lowenstein, Sharon R. Token Refugee: The Story of the Jewish Refu-
gee, Shelter at Oswego, 1944—1946. Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1986. vii, 246 pp.

A character in Lillian Hellman’s The Little Foxes notes that there are
those who destroy the earth and those who stand around and let them
doit. As alarge and growing historiographic tradition now attests, the
nations of the West were, without exception, in the latter category as
far as the Jews of Europe were concerned. The United States and other
Western democracies simply, as Vice President Walter Mondale put it,
“failed the test of civilization.” The two works reviewed here make
that failure even more poignant, as they show, clearly and unambi-
gously, the kinds of things that could have been done to save many
more Jews had there only been a will to do so.

Professor Sharon Lowenstein has written what will undoubtedly
become the standard account of how 983 European displaced per-
sons—all but seventy-three of them Jews—were brought from Italy to
be “temporarily interned” in a special camp at Oswego, New York, in
the summer of 1944. Hers is more than a mere narrative: she also
shows us how the more ambitious plans of the War Refugee Board
were whittled down to this small and unique operation and reminds
us, once again, that whatever virtues Franklin Roosevelt had, effective
compassion for the Jews of Europe was not one of them. Yet FDR was
willing to do something, and had all his cabinet members been as
vigorous on behalf of Jews as Treasury Secretary Henry Morgenthau
and Interior Secretary Harold L. Ickes, the “temporary havens” and
other rescue schemes might have come to more. But the opposition of
other cabinet members—chiefly War Secretary Henry L. Stimson and
Secretaries of State Cordell Hull and Edward R. Stettinius and their
subordinates—more than a few of whom were blatant anti-Semites—
kept rescue attempts to a minimum. In her conclusion Lowenstein
correctly notes that FDR was not willing to “take political risks” (p.
156) but does not spell out what those risks were. Without in any way
exculpating the president, it should be noted that for him the real
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“political risk” was not the loss of the 1944 election—if that were so
there would have been a change after Dewey was defeated—but the
loss of the postwar world. After almost four decades of sometimes
mindless internationalist intervention, it is all too easy to forget how
great was the fear of surviving Wilsonians like FDR that the United
States would again retreat from its global responsibilities. As Charles
A. Lindbergh, among others, had shown, isolationism had clear links
to anti-Semitism. And while it is easy—and correct—to criticize timid
government officials like John Pehle, head of the War Refugee Board,
for not publicly confronting Roosevelt, Lowenstein needs to remind
her readers—and perhaps herself—just how difficult it is for a subor-
dinate to take on a charismatic leader at the height of his prestige and
influence and in a time of crisis.

There are a very few minor errors in this carefully and well-written
book. It is not correct that the administrative arrangements whereby
the War Refugee Board was responsible to several cabinet officers
made it “unique among government agencies” (p. 153). FDR liked
such diffusion of power and utilized it from early in the New Deal. The
camp at Oswego was under the auspices of the War Relocation Au-
thority, whose major responsibility was Japanese Americans. It seems
to me that Lowenstein overpraises that agency—although compared
to the State and War Departments it was clearly on the side of the
angels—and makes two separate slips about it. Its first head, Milton S.
Eisenhower, did resign, but not “in protest” as that terim is generally
understood, and Dillon S. Myer was Eisenhower’s successor but never
his “principal aide” (p. 40). She might also have noted the parallels
between the legal status of the Oswego refugees and the South Ameri-
can Japanese—largely Peruvians—who were also brought here and
told that they would have to leave after the war. For a variety of rea-
sons, as C. Harvey Gardiner has shown for the Japanese Peruvians,’
the vast majority of both groups eventually stayed and became U.S.
citizens. '

Ruth Gruber—upon whom Lowenstein draws—was a thirty-two-
year-old special assistant to Harold Ickes in 1944 and went, as his
representative, to escort the refugees from Italy to the United States
and continued to work with and for them. Her memoir is a warm and
valuable first-hand account of some aspects of the Oswego story. In
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addition, Haven shows, as only first-hand accounts can, the temper of
those times. She reminds us of what some revisionists forget: how even
some Jews who knew some of the dimensions of the Holocaust made
excuses for Roosevelt. “In restaurants and in the privacy of our apart-
ments we told each other, ‘It’s Congress and the State Department who
bar refugees. Roosevelt can’t act alone. He can’t have his New Deal
labelled the Jew Deal’ ” (p. 24). Read in conjunction with Lowen-
stein’s book, it provides some flesh-and-blood experiences, makes us
better able to understand not only what happened, but how some
people felt about what was happening.

But Lowenstein’s Token Refuge is not just archival and library re-
search. There is a long “Epilogue” (pp. 162—193), which begins with
an August 1984 fortieth-anniversary reunion in New York and re-
views the lives of many of the survivors, which, in attached appendi-
ces, she summarizes statistically.? Most, she reports, tried, in 1984, “to
avoid anything that smacked of criticism of a country to which they
personally owe so much.” But a few, albeit anonymously, are critical,
including one woman who told Lowenstein: “I see Cubans and others
coming to this country and that is good, but I know that if we Jews
needed help again the response would be the same” (p. 193). It is
possible to argue with that conclusion but not with the justified bitter-
ness from which it stems.

—Roger Daniels

Notes

1. C. Harvey Gardiner, Pawns in a Triangle of Hate: The Peruvian Japanese and the United
States (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1981).

2. Lowenstein says (p. 231) that the Signet paperback edition (1984) of Gruber’s book con-
tains additional material growing out of this reunion.

Roger Daniels is Professor of History at the University of Cincinnati.



Cowett, Mark. Birmingham’s Rabbi: Morris Newfield and Alabama,
189 5—1940. University, Alabama: University of Alabama Press, 1986.
xiii, 222 pp.

This work represents a significant contribution to American Jewish
history on two counts.

First: on the whole, it is a meticulously documented examination of
the leadership role of an eminent Southern rabbi. Morris Newfield’s
ministry may be viewed as a paradigm of the Reform rabbinate at its
best; hence, it is remembered with affection and reverence four dec-
ades after his death. Though many community histories and rabbinic
biographies tend to focus on the spiritual leader as a prime mover,
none has investigated so thoroughly the confluence of historical
events that prompted both deeds and decisions. Cowett’s book out-
shines other works of this genre.

Second: Birmingham’s Rabbi enriches Southern Jewish history.
Patterns of communal interaction differ from other regions. The stere-
otypes that obtain among non-Southerners, fed by remembrances of
segregation, the Leo Frank case, lynch mob rule, and KKK violence,
have precluded a proper evaluation of the place of Southern Jewry.
Newfield’s period coincided with all the aforementioned aberrations,
and yet he developed strategies for defusing bigotry, labored effective-
ly for the cause of minority populations, and maintained a central
leadership role in the Birmingham community. Since Eli Evans’s The
Provincials, an emerging body of scholars have examined the record,
demonstrating the full integration of Jews in Southern society—not as
the eternal strangers in the gate. It was predictable that more “affirm-
ing” Jews would function in the inner circle of the Carter administra-
tion than in any other presidency in this century.

A book of this scope challenges any author’s imagination. The tech-
nical difficulties include: how to be inclusive of all aspects of the life
and work without compromising continuity; how to balance oral re-
cords from family members with primary documents; and how to
weave biography into a thematic framework. The author is more suc-
cessful as an interpreter of the historical circumstances in which the
rabbi functioned than of his life story. Further, he assumes that New-
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field’s mind was given to a “master plan”: step one, win over the
congregation; step two, reach out to the community; step three, gain
influence in the state; step four, achieve power in the Central Confer-
ence of American Rabbis. The rabbi probably reacted as needs dictat-
ed and expertise allowed. The book unfolds in such a way as to por-
tray Newfield as a manipulative power broker. That conclusion is
unwarranted. Another insufficiency is the structural arrangement of
the text. The life was of one thread. Newfield functioned as congrega-
tional leader, civic servant, social worker, and husband and father, at
one and the same time. The exposition is by periods, with a specific
category of functioning highlighted. The hard-edged divisions follow
the line of the “master plan” that the author suggests motivated the
rabbi’s decisions and deeds.

A final comment. This reviewer believes that too little is made of the
support and influence that came to Rabbi Newfield from his Southern
colleagues: David Marx of Atlanta, Isaac Marcuson of Macon, and
George Solomon of Savannah. In 1931, Newfield organized an Ala-
bama state conference to promote cooperative efforts among Jews.
Seven years earlier the same idea was initiated in Georgia by Rabbi
Marx. Solomon and Newfield were not only classmates but were part-
ners in a North Carolina enterprise, Camp Osceola. Generations of
Southern Jews from the “best” families were nurtured by these leading
Southern rabbis. As pioneers in fundamentalist Protestant environ-
ments, they turned inward for the courage to act and to each other.
That aspect of the story is missing (as is the ordination picture of
Rabbi Newfield, the earliest class picture surviving at the Hebrew
Union College). One may boldly venture that the rabbinate of Morris
Newfield paralleled the ministries of Marx, Marcuson, and Solomon
(among others). They were “brokers” in the general community, anti-
or non-Zionist in orientation, leaders in the HUC Alumni Association
and the Central Conference of American Rabbis, and advocates of
social welfare causes. The value of this fine work would have been
enhanced by a horizontal as well as vertical analysis. It would benefit
us to know what dynamic enabled Edward Calisch in Virginia, Marx
and Solomon in Georgia, and Henry Cohen in Texas, to function, like
Newfield, as “Jewish Bishops” in their respective “medinas,” and
whether comparable models existed in other regions.
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Birmingham’s Rabbi merits eye-level space on the bookshelf of
those interested in regional Jewish life. It satisfies the scholar’s need
for objective documentation, and the reader’s desire for a well-con-
ceived, interestingly written tome. A valuable bibliography (including
newly discovered sources) and an ample index ensure this work per-

manence.
— Saul Jacob Rubin

Rabbi Saul Jacob Rubin is the author of Third to None: The Saga of
Savannab Jewry (1983).
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Herman, Donald L. The Latin American Community of Israel. New
York: Praeger, 1984. xiv, 151 pp.

Any new study on Latin American Jewry is important. Unlike perhaps
any other area within Jewish history, the Latin American Jewish expe-
rience has been so little examined that every additional work has
something to offer, whether directly, as in new information or insights,
or indirectly, as in the thoughts provoked by incomplete or tenden-
tious scholarship. Donald L. Herman’s The Latin American Commu-
nity of Israel fills both these roles.

Herman, who teaches at the Grand Rapids campus of Michigan
State University, has taken on, as he himself notes, an unprecedented
task: to “focus on the Latin American Jews who have chosen to leave
their countries and live in Israel.” He attempts to provide the first
comprehensive evaluation of this community of immigrants. To do so,
he examines their lives in the homelands they left and their reasons for
immigration, and he scrutinizes their new lives in Israel.

Herman bases his findings on a “twofold” methodology. First, he
surveyed the general literature on immigration to Israel, including a
19871 Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics study entitled “Immigrants
from Latin America One Year and Three Years after Immigration.”
Second, he conducted 150 interviews with Israelis of Latin American
origin and arranged for several hundred Latin American immigrants
and sabras to be interviewed by researchers of the Israel Institute of
Applied Social Research. In his analysis, Herman divides all the inter-
viewees into two groups, “pre-1974” and “post-1975,” depending
upon whether they arrived in Israel before or during 1974 or during
and after 1975.

According to a Jewish Agency study Herman cites, some 100,000
Latin American immigrants were living in Israel by the late 1970’s. He
spends the first of his book’s three chapters, the “Latin American Mi-
lieu,” describing what they had left behind; and for Herman, what
they had left behind was indeed unfriendly. Of the chapter’s twenty-
six pages of text, three are introductory and deal with population
decline and weakening of community institutions, while another three
treat the theme of Latin American nationalism and problems it poses
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for the Jews; the remaining twenty pages fall under the rubric of “anti-
Semitism.” All three sections resound with pessimism.

Among the trends that Herman sees in Latin America is a steady

decline in the Jewish population caused in part as young people, with-

_out the education or ethnic identity which formed the core of their
parents’ Jewish identity, succumb to the forces of assimilation and
nationalism. The Latin American countries, Herman indicates, are too
unified, in the Church and in nationalism, to allow easily for the devel-
opment of a Jewish identity which can coexist peacefully with a na-
tional identity.

Anti-Semitism, however, is the determinant factor for Herman in
Latin American Jewish history. He traces well-known anti-Semitic in-
cidents, such as the Semana Tragica in Argentina in 1919, and notes
the anti-Semitic components in the rhetoric of several of the Latin
American revolutions. He links the current anti-Semitism to roots in
the Spanish and Portuguese languages and cultures and implies that
today’s anti-Semitism grew from there.

He devotes several pages to the “Timerman Controversy,” carefully
summarizing many of Jacobo Timerman’s own thoughts and views,
then cites what many supporters and critics had to say during the
period following Timerman’s release from prison and the publication
of his book Prisoner Without a Name, Cell Without a Number. Ulti-
mately, Herman agrees with Timerman’s analysis of Argentina as an
anti-Semitic place and takes him one step further: “Timerman is
wrong in one respect. Argentine anti-Semitism is certainly more en-
compassing than merely the military government’s attitude.”

Herman, who states that while he realizes Argentina is not Latin
America it can nonetheless serve as a useful paradigm for the entire
continent (to no small degree because over half the continent’s Jews
live there!), paints a most unpleasant picture and leaves the reader, not
with surprise that Latin American Jews have left and immigrated to
Israel, but surprise that any have even remained in Latin America! As
Herman sums up, “Anti-Semitism is a reality of the Jewish condition
in Argentina and other Latin American countries.”

Herman’s second chapter is entitled “Reasons for Immigration.”
He begins by providing a useful periodization of Latin American im-
migration to Israel.
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Latin American immigration to Israel has passed through four stages. From the
prestate to 1958, Zionist idealism was the principal motivating force; most
Latin Americans settled in kibbutzim. The second stage, 19 58 to approximately
1963, witnessed many early settlers moving from the kibbutzim to the cities.
The new immigrant group comprised more business people and some profes-
sionals. During the period from 1963 to approximately 1975, the percentage of
professionals increased; many Jews in Latin America experienced economic
problems and bankruptcy in the 1960’s. The fourth stage, 1975 to the present
(1983), witnessed a continuation of immigrant arrivals from the business and
professional communities . . . joined by an increasing number of political refu-
gees and others who have emigrated because of economic-political problems.
As one might expect, other factors now compete with Zionism as important
reasons for immigration. (p. 31)

Herman isolates a number of broad characteristics which can be
applied to Latin American immigrants. For instance, while the pre-
1974 immigrants were better prepared linguistically for life in Israel
than the post-1975 group, Latin American immigrants overall “gener-
ally had a better knowledge of spoken and written Hebrew prior to
immigration” than other groups and they were often less “religious”
than other groups.

The reasons for immigration were acquired by putting both open
and closed questions to the interviewees. They were first asked to
“please state the three main reasons for your immigration to Israel.”
“Zionism, history, Jewishness” was by far the most popular subject-
category, being selected as the most important reason by 68 percent of
the pre-1974 immigrants and 48 percent of the post-197 5 immigrants.
Other popular categories of reasons were “concern for children” and
“wish for change.” Herman concludes that “the first main reason for
immigrating to Israel may be classified as the ideological dimension,
which includes one or another aspect of Zionist and Jewish identity.
The prevalence of this dimension is many more times than that of any
other reason mentioned as the first reason. . . . there is hardly any
difference in the percentages of the other reasons mentioned as the
first reason and this . . . emphasizes the gap between these and the
ideological and identity dimension.” Analysis of most-cited second
and third reasons confirm this conclusion.

Respondents were then asked to note which, on a list of fourteen
influences, were “important” and “very important” in their decision
to immigrate. The three leading answers in both chronological groups
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were “meaningful life for children,” “Zionist feelings,” and “Believe
one can lead a Jewish life only in Israel,” each of which received at
least 63 percent in either category. The nextitem on the list (except for
one which dealt with intrafamilial relationships) did not score over 50
percent. Herman affirms that these data support the conclusion
drawn from the previous group.

The book’s third and final chapter is entitled “Life in Israel,” and it
attempts to compose a demographic profile of the Latin American
immigrants as well as to determine whether or not their immigration
was successful. Herman notes that the Latin American immigrants
are a relatively young group, showing a higher proportion of people
aged twenty-nine and under and a lower proportion aged thirty and
over than in their country of origin. The Latin Americans are “fairly
well dispersed throughout the country” and do not demonstrate, at
least in the cities, a tendency to “cluster.” The current trend is toward
urbanization. Linguistically, as previously noted, the immigrants on
the whole had a higher prior knowledge of Hebrew than other groups
and had a smoother transition than most into its use as their main
language.

In general, the Latin American immigration has been successful.
Though most Latin American immigrants admit that such factors as
housing and employment opportunities were better in their nation of
origin, they are content with their present situation. Sixty-nine percent
of the post-1975 group and 85 percent of the pre-1974 group state
that they are “satisfied” or “very satisfied” with their present general
condition. And a special survey of the latter group found that 87 per-
cent of them “feel entirely at home in Israel.” In conclusion, Herman
states that “compared to most immigrant groups, the history of the
Latin American community in Israel is a success story.” He attributes
this to a number of factors, emphasizing the youth of the new arrivals
and their facility with Hebrew.

There can be no doubt that Herman’s book is of great value. He has
executed studies which have produced new information (information
upon whose value and accuracy the Appendix on “intercorrelations
among the variables” elaborates), and though analyses and conclu-
sions based upon this information are often frustratingly absent, the
data are presented clearly. Of lesser value, as | hinted at the beginning,
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is that there is much information this book distorts and misrepresents.
Through a closer look at this inappropriate treatment, we may arrive
at a more discriminating understanding of its subject.

The basic contradiction in Herman’s work is obvious. In the first
chapter he, in no uncertain terms, describes Latin America as a dark,
portentous, dangerous place for Jews to live. For him, Timerman’s
was the paradigmatic Latin American Jewish experience; a good man,
made to suffer terribly for the crime of being Jewish. This all-pervasive
anti-Semitism, Herman leads us to believe, is the raison d’etre for the
Latin American Jewish immigration.

As a former congregational rabbi in Latin America, and as a student
of the history of its Jewish community, I know Herman is wrong. But
what is really interesting is that so does he. He gives the reader expec-
tations in the first chapter which are shattered in the second. And
nobody explains this better than Herman himself in the concluding
paragraph of the section on reasons for immigration:

A final point to consider is the discrepancy between the literature and the re-
spondents regarding anti-Semitism. In the first chapter of this book we dis-
cussed at length the reality of Latin Ametican anti-Semitism, particularly in
Argentina. Yet neither the pre-1974 nor the post-1975 respondents mentioned
it as one of the main reasons for immigrating, and it appears at the bottom part
of the scale regarding both groups’ perceptions of the influences that affected
their decisions to immigrate, albeit to a somewhat higher percentage among the
post-1975 respondents. Only 6 per cent of the open-ended interviewees men-
tioned anti-Semitism as one of the reasons for immigrating. Those whom I
spoke to acknowledged the reality of anti-Semitism, although some, like the
Brazilians and Chileans, said it was insignificant in their countries. Others ad-
mitted certain professional and social doors were closed to them, but they did
not see this as a particularly significant problem. The Argentine immigrants
acknowledged that anti-Semitism existed in the country, but they maintained it
did not touch their daily lives and it did not influence their decision to immi-
grate. (p. 47)

The contradiction clamors for attention, but it falls upon deaf ears.
Herman neither reconsiders the secondary literature in light of the
comments of his interviewees; nor does he discuss the possibility that
his respondents, as a sample, were poorly chosen, given his interpreta-
tion of the secondary literature. He is content to leave the contradic-
tion unresolved.



228 American Jewish Archives

A close reading of the book, itself hampered by sluggish, wordy
writing, reveals other examples of this contradiction. A significant one
occurs when the pages on Argentine anti-Semitism are juxtaposed
with the following section from chapter 2.:

The most salient exception to this phenomenon [of Latin Americans immigrat-
ing because of an inability to maintain a dual identity—e.g., Brazilian and Jew,
Colombian and Jew] can be found among the Argentine Jews. Most of them I
spoke to considered themselves to be Argentine prior to their immigration. The
dual identity problem . . . [was] scarcely reason for their immigration. Perhaps
the reason lies in the fact that Argentina, like the United States, is basically a
country of immigrants. . . . The uniqueness of the Argentine-Israeli Jewish
community was dramatized for me during the 1978 world soccer cup competi-
tion held in Argentina. Holland and Argentina were playing the finals. An
overwhelming majority of Israelis supported Holland because of that country’s
strong support for the Jewish community and Israel over the years. The night
Argentina won the championship, several cars of happy young Argentine Jews
drove through the main streets of Tel Aviv, honking their horns and celebrating
Argentina’s victory. (pp. 46—47)

Does Professor Herman really think that such an attitude is unique
to Argentina? Would not, say, Canadian immigrants have had the
same reaction under similar circumstances? I think so. And if he wants
an example of a still strong Brazilian tie, let him visit one of the kibbut-
zim of Brazilian or Brazilian-descended residents during Carnival.

In addition, and truly more important, is that common sense dic-
tates that the kind of anti-Semitism Herman posits in the opening of
the book would preclude such a strong tie. If, as he indicates, anti-
Semitism were not merely a characteristic of the military but a viru-
lent, intrinsic part of Argentine culture, one has to ask if those young-
sters would really have been driving around cheering?

The problem here, I think, is twofold. First, Herman obviously lacks
first-hand familiarity with the Latin American Jewish community.
There are virtually no Latin American Jewish periodicals in his bibli-
ography. Had he scanned them for the appropriate periods, had he
conducted in-depth interviews with Jews of the Latin American Jewish
community, he would have discovered that Latin American Jews do

" not see themselves as living in the intensely anti-Semitic place he de-
scribes, and that among other things, one of the most disliked individ-
uals within the Argentine Jewish community is, in fact, Jacobo Timer-



Book Reviews 229

man. His Jewish popularity is almost entirely in North America.

Now, we arrive at the second half of the problem, which can be
summarized as follows: too often, problems related indirectly to being
Jewish are unfairly labeled anti-Semitism, and too often, anti-
Semitism is invoked in Latin America according to standards that are
not Latin American.

As regards the labeling as anti-Semitic of incidents only indirectly
related to being Jewish, it is no secret to anyone that an evil and treach-
erous military government in Argentina committed acts of the utmost
perfidy. Thousands disappeared, among them many, many Jews. But
one cannot call this a simple case of severe anti-Semitism. There was,
of course, an anti-Semitic element. But those who suffered were made
to, not specifically for being Jewish, but for characteristics perhaps
related to being Jewish; they were leftists, intellectuals, those with a
political orientation the state found, without, of course, any basis in
fact, threatening. Their Jewishness may have aggravated their treat-
ment, and in no case should any of the horror which the torture and
deaths aroused be diminished. Still, speciousness mixed with emo-
tionality cannot supplant historical reality.

As to anti-Semitism being invoked in Latin America by other than
Latin American standards, let us first hear what Herman has to say:

Let me relate a conversation I had with an Argentine who has been living in the
United States for more than 20 years and is currently a university professor. She
and her family were the only Jews living in a small town outside Buenos Aires.
On national days, the principal asked her to carry the Argentine flag during a
school parade; this was to be an honor that recognized her high academic
achievements. However, one of the mothers complained because she was a
Jewess, and the principal chose someone else. She also had a very close friend
who was Catholic. She and her friend had to be careful; if her friend’s father
learned she was Jewish, he would have broken up the friendship. “After 20
years in the United States, I am still afraid to tell people I am Jewish. In Argenti-
na, this is an everyday reality which is part of one’s existence.” (pp. 24—25)

Herman states after this passage that this is one person’s experience
and should not be generalized from for the entire Argentine Jewish
community. Still, his use of the anecdote indicates he believes it has no
small grain of truth in it.

But, is the story true? Or rather, should it really be classified as
describing anti-Semitism? Could one from a small midwestern town
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not easily imagine similar experiences occurring there, especially over
twenty years ago? When people do not live around Jews they do not
know much about them. It is telling that the story occurred not in
Buenos Aires, but in a small town outside the capital. But let us stop
and state the issue plainly. Herman here labels as anti-Semitism inci-
dents which were not anti-Semitic, but which were mostly under-
standable and logical consequences of Jewish life in Latin America.

The half million Jews in Latin America are a tiny fraction of the
continent’s population. That the majority population will be ignorant
and perhaps distrustful of Jews is a logical consequence, one severely
intensified by the antipluralistic nature of Latin American society. If
one is not of the majority, one will suffer certain hardships as a result.
But automatically, in the case of Jews, to label this as anti-Semitism, is
wrong. Ignorance provokes certain discrimination, but anti-Semitism
provokes danger. The subjects of Herman’s own study admitted some
discrimination in their native lands, but they denied any significant
danger generated by anti-Semitism. And if one cannot believe such
words coming from individuals who have chosen to leave, whose
opinion can be accepted?

Latin America is by no means a Jewish utopia. Nor is it accurately
depicted in Professor Herman’s alarming descriptions. Future assess-
ments of Latin American Jewish life, both in Latin America and in
Israel, will certainly include his data—but not, it is hoped, his logic.

—Clifford M. Kulwin

Rabbi Clifford M. Kulwin is Director for Latin American Affairs of
the World Union for Progressive Judaism and a doctoral candidate in
Jewish history at Columbia University.
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Ascher, Carol. The Flood. Freedom, Calif.: Crossing Press, 1987. 191 pp.

When the “muses fled Hitler,” and the academic and professional migration of (mostly
Jewish) Austrians and Germans from Nazi Germany changed the look of American life, one
might have thought that a new dose of liberalism had been shot into the sagging arm of the
American body politic.

To a degree, Carol Aschet’s very fine first volume questions this assumption through the
eyes of Eva Hoffman, a young Jewish girl whose parents form a part of this intellectual
migration. The story takes place in the summer of 1951, amidst Black efforts to integrate
schools in Topeka, Kansas, and amidst a2 summer of heavy flooding which brings into the
Hoffman home a bigoted rural family whose prejudices clash sharply with those of her
“morally anxious™ mother, and not so sharply with her psychoanalyst father, who seems to
lose the humanistic values he once embraced as a European and as a Jew.

Bellah, Robert N., and Frederick E. Greenspahn, Edited by. Uncivil Religion: Interreligious
Hostility in America. New York: Crossroad Publishing Company, 1987. x, 235 pp.

If we believe the media and our own religious institutions, Americans interreligious rela-
tions have never been better. Since the historic decisions rendered by Vatican I in 1965, a
sense of interreligious calm seems to have descended upon the American community. This
volume is intended to introduce the reader to the bad side of the good tidings. That despite
George Washington’s moving pronouncement that “the government of the United States . . .
gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance” (and this to several Jewish congre-
gations), Jews, Protestants, Catholics, and other American religious denominations have
engaged in an historical interreligious hostility that hardly jibes with the handshaking civility
that marks the emergence of the Judeo-Christian ethic as the underlying principle of our
religious heritage.

Hence Jonathan D. Sarna and John Murray Cuddihy investigate their differing perceptions
of Jewish and Christian triumphalism, and Samuel Heilman ponders the compatibility of
Orthodox Judaism with the modern world. These are but three of several outstanding essays
on phenomena of interreligious hostility and intrareligious tension that continue to be part of
the religious fabric of our nation.

Dobkowski, Michael N., Edited by. Jewish American Voluntary Organizations. Westport,
Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1986. xvi, 700 pp.

This volume is one of the most comprehensive reference works available on the history of
American Jewish voluntary organizations, both at the local and national levels. There are
over 125 historical sketches written by some of the outstanding names in the area of Ameri-
can Jewish scholarship, including Selma Berrol, Gary Dean Best, Stanley Chyet, Saul Fried-
man, Jeffrey Gurock, Uri D. Herscher, Abraham J. Karp, Deborah Lipstadt, Marc Lee
Raphael, Ira Robinson, the late Arnold Shankman, and Herbert A. Strauss, among others. An
important feature of Jewish American Voluntary Organizations is a special section entitled
“Synthetic and Interpretative Essays” which deals with the Jewish communal response to
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aging; American Zionist organizations; the Jewish Federation movement; sectarian aspects
of American Jewish religious organizations; Jewish feminism; refugee Landsmannschaften;
and the Soviet Jewry movement in America.

Levin, Alexandra, editor. Henrietta Szold and Youth Aliyah: Family Letters, 1934—1944. New
York: Herzl Press, 1986. 78 pp.
In this most interesting volume, Alexandra Lee Levin maintains her position as one of the
important contributors to the published life of Henrietta Szold, the founder of Hadassah.
This book offers a remarkable glimpse into the life of Henrietta Szold from 1933 to 1944;
the first ten years of the Youth Aliyah Movement to Palestine, which she founded. The family
letters from Szold span a period of years that saw Youth Aliyah develop against the backdrop
of Arab riots in Palestine, the rise of the Nazis, and British efforts to prevent mass Jewish
immigration to Palestine, among many other issues. The letters also cover the last period of
Henrietta Szold’s life, when she was already well past the age of seventy, but still the “Miss
Szold of legend—Hag’veret Szold, the great Lady Szold.”

Patt, Ruth Marcus. The Jewish Experience at Rutgers. East Brunswick, N.].: Jewish Historical
Society of Central Jersey, 1987. 108 pp.

Ruth Marcus Patt continues to be one of the most dedicated and published researchers on
the Jewish experience in New Jersey. In this book she has traced the experience of Jews at
Rutgers, New Jersey’s state university, from the first Jewish graduate, Samuel Judah, in 1816
through the long list of distinguished Jewish graduates and faculty. Among the areas of her
research, one can find important work on the “quota system” at Rutgers, Jewish fraternities,
and Jews on the Rutgers faculty, as well as a number of other interesting areas.

Persons, Stow. Ethnic Studies at Chicago, 1905—1945. Urbana and Chicago: University of Illi-
nois Press, 1987. 159 pp.

More and more Americans have today moved away from the notion that the bases of our
social and cultural systems are Anglo-American in shape or content. Indeed, what Horace
Kallen described as “cultural pluralism” and what modern advocates of a multi-ethnic Amer-
ica view as the rise of the “unmeltable ethnics” in the period after 1960 would seem to be the
prevailing national view.

This was not always the case. Indeed, for a good part of the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, Anglo-American cultural conformity was a powerful force that affected the notion
of what it took to become an American.

From the early years of the twentieth century to the period ending in 1945, the so-called
Chicago school, social scientists at the University of Chicago, worked to change aspects of
this view of American society and culture. Yet, however much scholars such as W. L. Thomas,
Louis Wirth, Robert E. Park, and others might have been “enlightened men of goodwill
devoid of ethnic or racial prejudice,” their backgrounds as representatives of an Anglo-
Saxonized American educated class dominated their sociological thinking.

They rejected the cultural pluralism of a Horace Kallen as “impossible if not desirable,”
and instead developed a concept of acculturation and assimilation predicated upon a notion
of racial harmony fully dependent on the firm relationship of superior and subordinate ethnic
groups.

As such, the Chicago school represented a step forward in the sociological “progress™ of a
more democratic America. Butit also reflected the deep-seated view of the “them”-assimilat-
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ing-to-“us” manner of thought which kept Blacks and other minority groups from achieving
an equitable piece of the American cultural and economic pie for decades to come.

Rigden, John S. Rabi, Scientist and Citizen. New York: Basic Books, 1987. 302 pp.

The life of Isidor Isaac Rabi, the preeminent American physicist of his generation and a
Nobel Prize winner for his pioneering work on the magnetic properties of the atomic nucleus,
is detailed in this highly readable biography.

Rabi’s life, from his birth in Galicia and upbringing on the Lower East Side of Manhattan
and Brooklyn in an Orthodox Jewish home, to his important roles in the development of both
the atomic bomb and radar in the 1940’s, bear the mark of an American “success story.”

But success did not change Rabi’s life and move it away from his sense of awe and wondet-
ment at the creation of the world and the role played by religious belief. Indeed, Rabi, the man
of science and the twentieth century, has stated with conviction that of decisive importance
for his life and career, was “my early upbringing, so struck by God, the maker of the world,
this has stayed with me.”

Rosovsky, Nitza. The Jewish Experience at Harvard and Radcliffe. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 1986. 108 pp.

This wonderful catalogue served as the introduction to an exhibition which was presented
on the occasion of Harvard University’s 3 soth anniversary in 1986. The exhibition and the
catalogue are, as the Foreword tells us, an “only in America” story. It is “a story of a great
university and of one minority with a tradition of, and reverence for, learning. It tells of a
democratic society, not always free of prejudice, but with a sense of justice which finally
prevailed, and of our oldest university gradually opening its gates to Jews and enabling them
to reach their potential through education.” It is the story of the “Jewish idea, and the
American idea,” and of their genius in a free and democratic setting,.

Sack, Sallyann Andur, and Suzan Fishl Wynne, The Russian Consular Records: Index and Cata-
log. New York and London: Garland Publishing, 1987. 897 pp.

In what is probably one of the major finding aids ever published on genealogical informa-
tion relating to Jews from Czarist Russia, Sally Andur Sack and Suzan Fishl Wynne have
produced a massive volume of nearly 100,000 names waiting to be discovered by ancestors.

The documents from which the names were extracted were part of a “horde” of materials
that had come from former Czarist Russian consulates in North American seaboard cities.
The documents were first stored in the Suitland, Maryland, facility of the National Archives.
The drama of these documents includes a list of important players, including Robert S.
Gordon, director of the Manuscript Division of the Public Archives of Canada, Rabbi
Malcolm Stern, the dean of American Jewish genealogists, the Jewish Genealogical Society of
Greater Washington and the Genealogical Society of Utah, and a list of over 1oo individual
contributors who made possible the completion of this finding aid.

As marvelous as it is, the reader must be aware of two obstacles related to the publication.
The first is an astronomical price, $121! The second is the fact that names in the book are not
listed alphabetically. Instead, the search must be done according to the “Doitch-Mokotoff
Eastern European Soundex,” which relies more on the sound of the name than on its spelling.
Mastering this soundex takes time, but it may bring unimagined results to those in search of
family history.
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Singer, David, editor. American Jewish Year Book (1987). New York and Philadelphia: American
Jewish Committee and Jewish Publication Society of America, 1987. 507 pp.

This always informative yearbook on American and world Jewish life features important
essays on “New Perspectives in American Jewish Sociology,” by Nathan Glazer; on “The
Bitburg Controversy” by Deborah E. Lipstadt; and on “The American Jewish Committee
8oth Anniversary” by Henry L. Feingold and David M. Gordis.
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